SUMMER 2012 READING REQUIREMENTS
English 11 Honors—American Literature

Mrs. Finkelson

You will be reading 2 interesting books this summer.

1.  Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston is the story of Janie Crawford,  

     a middle-aged black woman, as told to her friend Phoeby, after Janie returns home 

     after an absence of many years.  It is consistently ranked on the list of great American

     novels.

     You will have a test over the novel during the second week of school.

2.  The Killer Angels by Michael Shaara is the story of the Civil War battle of Gettysburg

     told from both the Union perspective and the Confederate perspective.

     After reading the novel, you will create a diary describing three days of your life as a 

     Union soldier or a Confederate soldier.  As a suggestion, you’ll want to write about 

     what your uniform is like; what you eat; your fellow soldiers; your weapons; how you 
     train for battle and in fact, what it is like to be under fire; what you do in your spare 

     time; how much you’re getting paid; any wounds you may have suffered and the 

     treatment you received; and of course, your views on states’ rights, secession, and 

     slavery. 

     Your diary should be at least three typed pages in length and be double-spaced.  Be 

     sure to proofread for correct grammar, punctuation, and spelling.  You may want to

     do additional research on soldiers’ lives in the Civil War.  If so, be sure to document 
     your sources on a Works Cited page.

     This paper is due on Monday, August 28, 2012.

3.  In addition to reading the novels above, you will write your autobiography.  It should
     be at least three typed pages in length and be double spaced.  Be sure to proofread for    
     correct grammar, punctuation, and spelling.

     The following are guidelines/suggestions for writing your autobiography:

     A)  Describe your family:  With whom do you live?  Write a description of each 

           person in your family or household.  What things does your family do together?  

           What does your family value?  How does your family celebrate?

     B)  Describe your education.  What schools have you attended?  What are your 
           favorite subjects?  What are your least favorite subjects?  How do you learn best?

           what motivates you to learn?  What types of books do you like to read?  What was 

     the best book you ever read?  Why did you like it?  What are your educational 

     goals?

C)  Describe your interests.  What do you like to do in your free time?  What sports do 

      you play?  What kinds of music do you like?  Do you play an instrument?  How do

      you think your interests will contribute to your future career?

D)  Describe your future.  Where will you be in 10 years?  What will be your occupation?  

      Will you get married?  Have children?  What will the world, and specifically, your 

      world be like?  How will you attain your goals?

This autobiography is due on Monday, August 28, 2012.

