March 2012

The Flame

Page 1

The Flame

St. Peter Chanel High School
480 Northfield Road
Bedford, Ohio 44146

Vol. 54 No. 3

Chanel’s hottest headlines

Seek what is above.

Highest scholars named

By KeShawnah Golphin

Every year there are top students who
work hard to become the class Valedicto-
rian and Salutatorian. The class of 2012 is
proud to announce this year’s Valedicto-
rian, Mary McCannon, and Salutatorian,
Sarah Stewart.

After nearly 4 years at St. Peter Chanel
High School, Mary has an accumulative
grade point average of 4.43, and not too far
behind is Sarah, with an accumulative of
4.41. One may shrug this off as if it is not a
big deal, but both have worked very hard to
achieve such pristine titles.

Mary and Sarah have a lot in common.
Both of them
come from
St. Barnabas
elemen-
tary school
in Northfield,
Ohio. They are
also involved
in many things
inside and
outside of
school and
are both very
talented. Mary
is involved in
the National
Honor Society,Mary McCannon
liturgical
choir, and Science Olympiad. She also

plays the saxophone in marching band and
in the jazz band. Outside of school Mary
tutors grade school children and helps
teach PSR for grade school children at
Saint Barnabas.

Sarah is editor-in-chief of the “Flame,’
the school newspaper. She is also the
treasurer of the National Honor Society.
What many people may not know is that
Sarah is a dancer and has been dancing for
14 years. She does jazz and lyrical dancing
in her spare time, and she also teaches little
children tap dance and ballet.

After interviewing both students, there is
a lot that went into getting where they are
now, and here is what they had to say.

How does it feel to be Valedictorian?
Mary: “It was a lot of work, but it was
totally worth it!

How does it feel to be Salutatorian?
Sarah: “It feels good to finally have that
goal fulfilled.”

How did you get here/What motivated
you?

Mary: “There was a glimmer of desire for
it, compliments from others, and Sister
Maria was a motivation.” Mary also says
that her parents’ support motivated her.
Sarah: “I always had good study habits,
and the small class size made it more
attainable.” Sarah says that she is self-
motivated.

To the underclassmen who have
dreams of being the Valedictorian or Salu-
tatorian of their class, Mary and Sarah have

]

a few tips
for study-
ing. Both of = &
them study

a lot and put
effort into
everything
that they do.
Mary and
Sarah both

try to not

put things

off until the
last minute, | ¢
and if there |
is a test,
they both
try to study days ahead. Sarah doesn’t like
to cram.

When asked what advice they would
give to underclassmen pursuing their title,
Mary said, “Study and turn work in and
don’t blow things off until the last minute,
go to teachers for help, get plenty of sleep,
and don’t over work yourself.” Sarah com-
mented, “Take everything seriously, and
remember to keep a social life and have a
good balance.”

Together both students demonstrate
the success of Chanel. As the rest of
the year goes on, the Valedictorian and
Salutatorian will both be working on their
speeches that will be given on June 5" at
the class of 2012 graduation which for
Mary and Sarah should be easy.

Sarah Stewart

Shakespeare actors visit

By Andrew Bucur

During the week of Feb. 13, Mr.

Rock had an unusual week planned for his
seniors and Honors English 10 class. He
brought in Randy and Carrie, two actors
involved with the Great Lakes Theatre
Company. The two actors, with the help
of class participation, performed “Julius
Caesar” with the Honors English 10 class
and “MacBeth” with the seniors.

Randy and Carrie were lively actors
who seemed to enjoy working with the
students. They were such a success because
they were
a fun break
from class,
but also very
educational.
Sopho-
more Billy
Kosileski
said, Tim
and Carrie
were a great
break from
class because
Al we were able

Dan Cook plays the king. Photo 0 g0 more

by Andrew Bucur. in depth
with the

play “Julius Caesar.” It was a fun experi-
ence, and I really enjoyed acting out the
scenes and dressing in the costumes.” Both
seniors and sophomores alike enjoyed hav-
ing the two actors come to our school.
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The curtain
rises on

‘Curtains’

By John Webb

As spring is fast
approaching, so is another Chanel The-
atre Company production. “Curtains,” a
Tony Award-winning musical written by
“Chicago” and “Cabaret” writers John
Kander and Fred Ebb, will be coming to
the Chanel stage in late April.

Cast and crew members are already
busy with rehearsals and work sessions on
the production, which includes an incredi-
ble story line filled with comedy, suspense,
romance, and murder. The show is about
a Broadway-bound production whose
“less-than-great” leading lady (Lindsey
Zydowicz) has been murdered. Soon, the
entire company is under investigation for
murder when detective Frank Cioffi (John
Webb) arrives on the scene. Cioffi, an
avid musical theatre fan, soon becomes
more interested in fixing the director’s
(Riko Lekan) “mistakes” than solving
the murder. Add that to a separated song
writing team (Serena Lekan and Brandon
Bounds), an obnoxious producer (Adrian-
na Hutton), and a lovesick chorus girl with
a secret (Allyson Kirsh), and the show is
truly a hit.

Director Greg Ward has also enlisted
the help of Lumen Cordium and Chanel
Theatre Company alumna Pia Alesci to
choreograph the show’s dance and com-
pany numbers. So please, come support
the performing arts program of Chanel
Theatre Company with their musical
comedy of “Curtains.” Tickets are $10 for
adults and $5 for students and senior citi-
zens. The show will be held in the school
auditorium on April 27 and April 28 at
7:00 p.m. and on April 29 at 2 p.m. For
advanced ticket reservations, please call
the office at 440-232-5900. Don’t miss out
on this incredible production!

Cleveland weather
gets crazy
By Melissa Sakal

Recently, Cleveland has been experi-
encing some strangely warm weather. We
Clevelanders are used to a foot of snow
and 20 degrees out, not 50 degrees and no
snow. Chanel Alumni and meterologist
Phil Sakal *05 knows everything there is
about weather.

Why have we been going to bed with
inches of snow and waking up and it’s
gone? In simple terms an atmospheric
pressure pattern called the Artic Oscil-
lation has been in a positive phase, not
negative like last year. This means the
cold wind from Canada has been blocked,
resulting in a warmer winter.

So students, don’t be expecting any
snow days this year, and blame it on
Canada!
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What's the cost of

By Sarah Stewart

While it is true that Prom is a cher-
ished day we anticipate our senior year and
fondly remember as an adult, it is also true
that Prom is a major financial investment.
While it’s only too easy to get caught up
in tuxes, shoes, flowers and dresses, one
must remember be aware of the total cost
of Prom, as little expenses quickly add up
to big prices. Here’s the best estimates of
senior class’s prom expenses.

“I think prom is worth the cost be-
cause you typically only go once, and it is
your senior year. You should go out with a
bang,” said senior Chelsea Miller.

“I think going to prom is important
because it is the last time we will get to all
hang out together and see each other. It is
our last school event,” said Tiara Goldsby.

“In my personal opinion, it is worth
paying for the ticket to go to prom and
everything that goes with it because prom
only happens once and it is a terrific bond-
ing experience for everybody involved.

It is a good way to end our high school
career,” said Mary McCannon.
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Published 4 times a year, the student
newspaper of St. Peter Chanel High
School is a school-sponsored paper with
its student editorial board and modera-
tor making all decisions concerning its
content.

Unsigned editorials express the
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views of the majority of the editorial

board.

Letters to the editor are welcomed and will

be published as space allows. Letters must

be signed, although the staff may withhold

the name on request. The paper reserves

the right to edit letters for grammar and

clarity, and all letters are subject to laws

governing obscenity, libel, privacy and .

disruption of the school process, as are all

concerns of the paper.

Opinions in letters are not necessarily
those of the staff, nor should any opinion
expressed in a public forum be construed
as the opinions or policy of the administra-
tion, unless so attributed.

The student press of St. Peter Chanel
High School has adopted this as its mis-
sion:

*  To publish news, information and
opinions articles for and about
student, faculty, and administration
activities, interests, and policies.

*  To maintain high ethical standards
with regard to fairness, personal, and
legal rights, responsibilities and ac-
curacy.

*  To provide a forum for free and

responsible expression of student
opinion and present well-balanced, lo-
cally researched coverage of issues of
broader student interest.

To strive for a high level of competen-
cy in the technical aspects of writing,
including grammar, spelling, clarity
and precision.

To welcome diversity and increase the
scope and depth of our coverage in or-
der to heighten mutual understanding
and awareness throughout our entire
school community.

INTERNATIONAL
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Students debate on
what constitutes a
sport

By Lindsay Zydowicz

Many of us at Chanel participate in a
sport in some way or another. Even if we
don’t play a sport, we have our opinions on
them. There is an argument as old as time
that is fought about sports. It’s all over a
simple question: what is a sport? I went
around asking people from many different
sports what they thought, and I received a
lot of diverse answers.

I started with one of the state qualified
wrestlers, senior Kennedy Smith. Kennedy
said, “I consider anything that you have to
physically work hard at as a sport.” Sitting
next to him, disagreeing, was baseball
player and senior Matt Sarosy. Matt said,
“A lot of things can be sports, but others
can’t. For example, cheerleading, track and
cross country are not sports.” If only our
cheerleader, Erica Jackson, was there to
state her opinion. Junior Erica has a very
bold opinion about sports. She stated, “A
lot of things are sports, especially cheer-
leading and dance! I am tired of people
thinking there are not sports. Gatorade
proved both of these to be sports. It takes
athleticism to be a dancer!” Erica’s not the
only one to have a bold opinion; so does
our head boys’ basketball coach, Coach
McMahon. Coach counted 3 things as
sports: “Football, Basketball, and Base-
ball.” Though the rest of the people 1
interviewed had opinions that weren’t quite
as bold, they still made valid points.

Senior basketball star Kyree Brewer
said, “Anything that is competitive is a
sport.” Agreeing with him was 10th grade
soccer player Billy Kosileski. Billy said,
“Pretty much anything that has competi-
tion, or anything you have to work out for
is a sport.” Volleyball player Julie Koballa
said, “Anything with contact is a sport.”
Agreeing with that statement is Firebird
fan and athletic trainer Katie Bielanski who
said, “Anything that involves you making
contact with a ball is a sport.”

If you were to ask me, as a softball
player I would have to answer a sport is
anything that is competitive and that you
have to put effort into. Although all these
opinions are very interesting, I did some
research to see what is truly considered a
sport.

Ohio High School Athletic Associa-
tion, or OSHAA, considers the following
a sport: Baseball, Basketball, Football,
Softball, Volleyball, Soccer, Wrestling,
Cross Country, Track and Field, Bowl-
ing, Swimming/Diving, Ice Hockey, Field
Hockey, Tennis, and Gymnastics. In an
Ohio high school, all other activities are
not considered a sport.

There you have it, the answer to the
big question. Now you know.

Answers to Faculty/
Staff Quiz from page
4

1.) Mrs. Zukowski, 2. ) Mr. Clare, 3. ) Mrs.
Zukowski, 4.) Mr. Gotch, 5.) Mrs. DeC-
esare, 6.) Mrs. Miroglotta, 7.) Mr. Gongos,
8.) Mr. Mark Albert, 9.) Mrs. Simon, 10.)
Mr. Treat, 11.) Mrs. Karakasis, 12.) Mrs.
Holly-Brown, 13.) Mr. Mallis, 14.) Mr.
Spisak, 15.) Mrs. Delciappo, 16.) Mr. Spi-
sak 17.) Ms. Townley, 18.) Ms. Townley,
19.) Mr. Eyerman, 20.) Mrs. Firster, 21.)
Mr. Rock, 22.) Mrs. Finkleson, 23.) Mr.
Coleman, 24.) Mr. McMahon, 25.) Mrs.
Dropcho, 26.) Mrs. Doerner, 27.) Mrs.
Vega, 28.) Mrs. Vega, 29.) Ms. Geiger,
30.) Mr. Parris, 31.) Mr. Parris, 32.) Mrs.
Zydowicz, 33.) Mrs. Dew, 34.) Mr. Clare,
35.) Mr. Sferra, 36.) Mr. Sferra, 37.) Mrs.
Haldi, 38.) Mrs. Haldi, 39.) Mrs. Kopasek,
40.)Mr. Eyerman, 41.) Mr. McMahon, 42.)
Mrs. Ruffo
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Food fair fattens all

By Edward Vaughn

St. Peter Chanel’s Multicultural group
R.A.C.E held another successful Ethnic
Food Fair on February 21, 2012.

With various delicious foods such as
ravioli, lasagna, fried chicken, and even
sweet desserts such as paczkis (which are
traditional Polish pastries) and pecan tarts,
there were plenty of interesting dishes for
the students to try. Even greater, this food
fair was on the same date as Mardi Gras,
marking the beginning of the Lenten sea-
son.

Traditionally, Mardi Gras was the last
day before fasting during Lent. People
would indulge in rich and fatty foods for
the last time, until Easter Sunday. R.A.C.E
was not alone in their celebration of the
holiday, seeing as events take place all over
the world, not only in New Orleans with
the parade down Bourbon Streeet, but also
in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, and Carnevale in
Italy.

Although there are no parades and
street floats involved, there is still a lot of
preparation that goes into having an Ethnic
Food Fair. Senior R.A.C.E member Carlin
Dixon says, “For a successful food fair, we
need at least a month in advance to plan,

which revolves around organizing, advertis-

ing, and reminding people what to bring in.

That way, we can make the most profit.”
Sophomore Lindsay Zydowicz adds

to this by saying, “It’s a lot of hard work

throughout the day, from beginning to end.

Whether it’s selling tickets or serving food,

T
=" e

there’s is always something that needs to be
done.” However, there is no doubt the food
fair benefits the Chanel community. “The
fact that I know that we’re educating other
students about different cultures through
something as simple as food makes all of the
hard work worth it,” adds Lindsay.

I \.r-'.:
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Members of R.A.C.E.: Faith Speight, Shannon Rafferty, Allee Keene, Carlin Dixon, Lindsay Zydow-
icz, Ed Vaughn, Taylor McIntyre, John Webb, Chelsea Miller, and Victoria Love. Photo by Andrew

Bucur.

Get facts on GOP race

By Edward Vaughn

Recently, it seems inevitable to turn
on a television and hear the news about the
2012 election race for the Republican Party
candidacy.

With so many different perspectives
and debates, as well as a wide array of news
channels, it can be a bit confusing and diffi-
cult to wrap one’s head around what’s going
on in the political world. With more and
more primaries coming up, this is a perfect
opportunity to learn a bit more about the
four candidates: Ron Paul, Mitt Romney,
Newt Gingrich, and Rick Santorum.

Ron Paul was born in Pittsburgh, Penn-
sylvania, in 1935. His first main career was
serving as a private OB/GYN (obstetrics
and gynecology) while living in Texas from
the 1960s until 1971, when he decided to
enter politics, becoming a member of the
U.S. Congress for the Republican Party.

Throughout his political career, many
critics have said that Paul, although con-
servative, takes a very libertarian approach
to topics, seeking to avoid the U.S. Federal
Government from being involved in too
much.

Previously, Ron Paul ran in the 2008
presidential campaign, but decided to end
his campaign in June of that year. So far
during his 2012 presidential campaign, Ron
has maintained his libertarian principles,
and has come out strong during debates.

Although he placed third in the lowa
and Nevada caucuses, he placed a strong
second place in the New Hampshire pri-
mary. Ron Paul still remains determined in
the race to the candidacy for the Republican
Party.

The next candidate, Mitt Romney, was
born in Detroit, Michigan, in 1947. Before
entering the political ring in 2002, he served
as a missionary for the Church of Latter-
day Saints in France for 30 months. He then
moved into business management, working
with companies like the Boston Consulting
Group, and even co-founding Bain Capital,
a private equity firm in 1984.

Romney later got involved with
politics throughout the 1990s and 2000s,
running for senate in 1994, organizing the
2002 Winter Olympics in Salt Lake City,
Utah, and even serving as mayor of Mas-
sachusetts from 2003-2007. Mitt Romney
previously ran for the presidency in 2008,
but ended his campaign in February of
that year. However, Romney formally
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announced his campaign for the 2012
candidacy in June of 2011, and all along
the way, he has proved to be a strong con-
tender.

Known for his conservative views on
both social and economic concerns, many
people have rallied behind him, shown in
the fact that he came in the lead for both
the lowa caucus and the New Hampshire
primary. Romney has taken some strong
opposition from his other candidates
though, especially Rick Santorum.

Born in Winchester, Virginia in 1958,
Rick Santorum was one of three children,
who was raised in both West Virginia and
Pennsylvania. Even as a teenager, Rick was
known for his assertive attitude on politi-
cal issues, which earned him the nickname
“Rooster.”

After graduating, he attended Penn
State University, earning a Bachelor’s
degree in Political Science with honors
in 1980. Santorum continued with his
education, earning a Masters in Business
Administration in 1981, and receiving a
law degree in 1986. Santorum first got in-
volved in politics when he volunteered for
Pennsylvania Senator John Heinz, as well
as serving as an administrative assistant for
Republican state senator Doyle Corman
from 1981 to 1984.

After practicing private law, Rick
Santorum was elected into the House of
Representatives for Pennsylvania’s 18th
congressional district in 1990, serving up
until 1995. He was then elected into the
U.S. Senate in 1994 to represent Pennsyl-
vania.

Serving up until 2007, he was known
for his fiscally conservative views, espe-
cially on topics such as taxes and welfare.
Rick has been known for many other
conservative values, some examples be-
ing foreign policy, religious freedom, and
creationism versus evolution being taught
in schools.

Since fall of 2009, there were rumors
of Santorum possibly entering the race for
the 2012 presidency, with him showing
some interest. Finally, in June 2011, Rick
Santorum officially announced that he
would be running for the 2012 presidency.
In the Iowa caucus, Santorum took second
to Romney by only 8 votes, and he has
maintained this position in polls, earning
first or second. Lately however, Santorum
has faced a lot of opposition, especially by
the media for some of his views on topics,

such as global warming, higher educa-
tion, and separation of religious views and
public life.

Our last candidate, Newt Gingrich,
was born in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, in
1943. Gingrich graduated from Baker High
School in 1961 in Columbus, Georgia. Just
like Santorum, Newt always had a strong
political interest as a teen, even while liv-
ing in Orleans, France.

In 1964, Newt graduated from Emory
University with a Bachelor’s degree in
history, as well as earning his Masters and
Doctorate degree from Tulane University
in 1968 and 1971, respectively. Newt
Gingrich’s first active role in politics came
in 1974, when he ran as a candidate for
Georgia’s 6th congressional district in the
House of Representatives.

Although he was defeated, he ran
again in 1978, finally winning his seat.
Throughout his term in Congress, Gingrich
was involved in many changes throughout
the 80s and 90s, including re-establishing
ethics policies, as well as discussions of a
Panamanian administrator for the Panama
Canal.

However, due to much controversy,
especially revolving around the govern-
ment shutdown of 1995, Newt Gingrich
decided to resign from his position as
Speaker of the House in 1998. Even after
his resignation, Gingrich still voiced his
strong opinions on publics issues such as
business, health care, and national security.
However, after much downtime, Newt
Gingrich announced his campaign for the
2012 candidacy in May 2011.

Despite much support, Gingrich’s
campaign started off poorly, placing fourth
in the Iowa caucus, and fifth in the New
Hampshire primary. However, Gingrich
had his share of successes, placing second
in both the Florida primary and the Nevada
caucus.

As these political candidates gear up
for even tougher competition in the future
political field, they’ll have to prove more
and more that they are ready to lead the
country, and many of these issues will
come up. Hopefully things will make a
bit more sense. However, one of the most
important things for people to do is to take
action themselves.

Whether it be through campaigning
through social media, or by voting, the
people have the true ability to change the

country.

Science Olympiad
prepares for competi-
tion

By Sophia Greathouse

At 7:15 on a cold Saturday morning,
five Chanel students, seniors Mary Mc-
Cannon and Samuel Benya, juniors Adam
Cheatham and Sophia Greathouse, and
freshman Sakeena Davis, accompanied
by Mr. Lemasters, clambered onto a bus
and prepared for the long journey ahead of
them.

At the same time, 36 other teams did
just the same and began moving towards
Clearview High School, the annual host
of the Science Olympiad invitational.
Hundreds of future scientists participated
in events such as Robot Arm and Fo-
rensics, which showcased a wide array
of their scientific skills. Despite the fact
that the Chanel team was considerably
smaller than any other team, as most teams
consisted of 15 students, it had a will to
prevail. Although no medals were brought
home, the students honed their skills in
time for regionals, hosted at Case Western
Reserve University.

The team used this invitational as an
opportunity to learn how to work together
and to grow in friendship; one can even
use the term ‘inseparable’ to describe the
group due to this experience. The Clear-
view meet helped all of the members learn
their strengths and weaknesses and gave
the teammates an opportunity to see events
in action and decide which ones to work
towards in the future. It was a day full of
fun and laughter, as well as an unrivaled
educational experience.

NHS stays busy
By John Boykin

St. Peter Chanel’s National Honor
Society has been in full throttle throughout
this year. They have held a number of
school activities such as the Little Sisters
of the Poor collection. For a span of two
weeks they collected clothing goods and
toiletries for the nursing home and deliv-
ered them after everything was gathered
and packaged. They were able to make an
impact on society and show their apprecia-
tion for all members of society.

Along with gathering items for Little
Sisters of the Poor, NHS has also been
involved in an international project with a
school in Malawi, Africa. The school is in
grave need of supplies, and NHS is more
than excited to help them. They have been
exchanging letters over the course of the
year, and NHS is now in the process of
gathering a care package of needed sup-
plies to the school each month and is also
in the process of purchasing a generator for
them to use.

Recently, NHS held an orange crush
sale to recognize the Valentine spirit of
Chanel. They sold orange crushes to the
student body and staff. It was a great treat
for many to enjoy and a great gift to pur-
chase for someone as such a low price.

At this point, National Honor Society
applications are being reviewed and the
announcement for the inductees is only a
short period away. The induction ceremo-
ny will be in March.

Mary McCannon sells Tasty Tuesday items to
Mya Erickson. Photo by Mrs. Karakasis.
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Senior singer has high
hopes
By Ally Kirsh

Many seniors have no idea where
they want to attend college, or even which
places to ap-
ply. However,
John Webb
has a jump
start on
his college
choices. John
has audi-
tioned at sev-
eral colleges
for theater,
including
Baldwin Wal-
lace, Hiram,
Muskingum,
the Ameri-
can Music
and Drama
Academy (AMDA), and even the highly
acclaimed dramatic arts school, Juilliard.

Juilliard is one of the most selective
colleges in the United States and accepts
an extremely small percentage of all that
apply. John not only landed an audition
with the school, but also received a call-
back to return and audition a second time.
Merely receiving a callback is an enor-
mous accomplishment.

So far, John has heard back from
Hiram and Muskingum, both with accep-
tance letters and scholarship offers. John
hopes to attend Baldwin Wallace or Musk-
ingum, but would love to attend AMDA
if possible. John said, “Performing is not
always as easy as it looks; it takes a lot of
determination and skill. This experience
helped me realize that I have a long way to
be the best I can be, but I hope my choice
of school will do that for me.”

John Webb

Chanel alum per-
forms on cruise ship
By Ally Kirsh

Many Chanel alumni have gone on to
do amazing things in the world of per-
forming. Ryan Jagru, class of 2005, is a
prime example of finding success using
the knowledge Chanel’s students gain
through their years here.

Ryan has starred in Macbeth, Lend
me a Tenor, If you Give a Mouse a Cookie,
Parade, and Alter Boyz, just to name a
few. Ryan attended Baldwin Wallace Col-
lege after he graduated from Chanel and
became a professional actor. He recently
received a job working with Disney, that
is, the Disney cruise ship.

Ryan stars in daily performances of
Aladdin as the title role on the Disney
Dream Boat. Ryan has become a talented
actor and singer through his early training
here at Chanel where he starred in numer-
ous plays during his fours years including
Little Shop of Horrors and Les Miserable.
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Guess that staff member

By Sarah Stewart

So, you think you know all about St.
Peter Chanel? Well, put your knowledge
to the test and see if you can guess who
the staff and faculty members are by these
fun clues without looking at the answers!
Which staff or faculty member . ..

1. Met Richard Nixon while trick or
treating at his house as a child?

Mr. Rock, Mr. Clare, or Mr. McMahon
2. Ran two marathons in Chicago?
Ms. Geiger, Mr. Mallis, or Mrs. Zukowski

3. Taught Keith Powell (actor on NBS’s
30 Rock)?

Mrs. Zukowski, Mr. Eyerman, or Mrs.
Delciappo

4. Has a son who is president of three
chemical firms?

Mr. Lemasters, Mr. Gotch, or Mr. Treat

5. Threw a water balloon at a mean girl
right in the head while in high school in
a lunch cafeteria and got away with it
because someone set off a stink bomb in
a garbage bin right as he or she threw
the water balloon and everyone had to
evacuate?

Ms. Geiger, Mr. Clare, or Mrs. DeCesare
6. Has a father who will be 80 years old
this year who still participates in auto
racing?

Mrs. Miroglotta, Mr. Spisak, or Mr. Royski

7. Was captain of the road crossing
guards in the 6™ grade?

Mr. Murphy, Mrs. Doerner, or Mr. Gongos

8. Enjoys peanut butter and syrup on his
or her hotdogs?

Mr. Albert, Mr. Sferra, or Mr. Gordon
9. Was born in Holland/the Netherlands?

Mrs. Finkelson, Mrs. Simon, or Mr. Eyer-
man

10. Made Drew Carey laugh at a joke he
or she made?

Mrs. Haldi, Mr. Treat, or Mr. Clare
11. Has grown a seven foot sunflower?

Ms. Geiger, Mrs. Miroglotta, or Mrs.
Karakasis

12. Was on a dance team in college?

Mr. Parris, Mrs. Simon, or Mrs. Holly-
Brown

13. Loves garage sales and hits about ten
of them per week?

Mr. Mallis, Mr. Grenig (‘Janitor Joe”), or
Mr. Albert

14. Opened for Blue Oyster Cult at
Clay’s Park?

Mr. Royski, Mr. Spisak, or Mr. Clare
15. Has physically lifted cars before?

Mr. Spisak, Mr. Grenig (‘Janitor Joe’), or
Mr. Albert

16. Is in the process of receiving his or
her yoga teaching certificate?

Ms. Townley, Ms. Geiger, or Mrs. Del-
ciappo

17. Has jet skied through the jungle in
Mexico?

Mrs. Dropcho, Mr. Murphy, or Ms. Town-
ley

18. Used to do competitive jazz dance?

Ms. Townley, Mrs. Holly-Brown, or Mrs.
Decesare

19. Worked on a ranch as his or her first
job out of college for $4 an hour?

Mr. Eyerman, Mr. Coleman, or Mrs. Del-
ciappo

20. Was on the Missouri State Champi-
onship Water Polo team in 1978?

Mr. Lemasters, Mr. Parris, or Mr. Eyerman

21. Was taken to jail, falsely accused for
breaking into a car?

Mr. Rock, Mr. Gongos, or Mrs. DeCesare
22. Knows how to play the accordion?

Mrs. Zukowski, Mrs. Finkleson, or Ms.
Geiger

23. Bit off the head of a butterfly when
he was about ten years old because the
older Kkids in his neighborhood told him
he would get a brand new suit if he did.
(Rest assured, his mother bought him a
new suit that day despite the other kids’
ridicule).

Mr. Sferra, Mr. Coleman, or Mr. Rock

24. As a child could roll his or her eye-
balls completely back so all one could see
was the whites of his or her eyes?

Mr. McMahon, Mr. Royski, or Ms. Geiger
25. Can wiggle his ears on demand?

Mr. Mallis, Mr. Gotch, or Mr. McMahon
26. Has never been to the ocean in the
U.S., but has in both Mexico and Eu-
rope?

Mrs. Doerner, Mrs. Vega, or Mrs. Karakasis

27. Aspires to write a cookbook once
retired.

Mrs. Vega, Mr. Spisak, or Mrs. Miroglotta
28. Writes poetry.
Mrs. Delciappo, Mrs Vega, or Mrs. Behm

29. Was the vice president of the SADD
(Students Against Drunk Driving) orga-
nization at his or her high school.

Mr. Clare, Ms. Geiger, or Ms. Townley

30. Played competitive tennis in high
school in the USA, Canada, and the
Bahamas.

Mr. Mallis, Mr. Sferra, or Mr. Parris

31. Was the president of his fraternity,
Phi Alpha Nu?

Mr. Clare, Mr. McMahon, or Mr. Parris

32. Has had 800 Ibs. of sand in her house
for a beach party in the middle of Febru-
ary when the temperature outside was
-10 degrees Fahrenheit.

Ms Geiger, Mrs. DeCesare, or Mrs. Zydo-
wicz

33. Was in the church theater produc-
tions of “Godspell,” “You Can’t Take It
With You,” and “Deadly Earnest. ¢

Mrs. Dew, Mrs. DeCesare, or Mr. Sferra

34. Was one word away from going to
the National Spelling Bee.

Mrs. Miroglotta, Mrs. Delciappo, or Mr.
Clare

35. Has had a lead role and has sung
two songs in his or her high school pro-
duction “The King and I. ¢

Mrs. Decesare, Mr. Sferra, or Mr. Clare

36. Was a Pinewood Derby champion as
a Cub Scout.

Mr. Sferra, Mr. McMahon, or Mr. Royski

37. Is a twin.

Mrs. Miroglotta, Mrs. Holly-Brown, or
Mrs. Haldi

38. Has been in a hand bell choir.
Mrs. Dew, Mrs. Haldi, or Mrs. Karakasis

39. Has visited Nashville and Mammoth
Cave in Kentucky and has 23 years of
serving the Chanel community.

Mrs. Kopasek, Mrs. Dropcho, or Mr.
Gotch

40. Acquired a South American mon-
key in the 70’s that stood three feet
tall which would steal wallets and hats
and would run away with them. The
monkey enjoyed ice cream and Dairy
Queen.

Mrs. Vega, Mrs. Ruffo, or Mrs. Firster

41. Was born in Chicago, raised in Los
Angeles, moved to Erie Pennsylvania,
then came to Cleveland, Ohio? This
staff member has met Keith Urban and
Danny Thomas.

Mrs. Kennedy, Ms. Townley, or Mrs.
Dropcho

42. Has a spouse who owns his or her
own graphic design business and enjoys
traveling to his or her favorite vacation
spot, Las Vegas.

Mrs. Delciappo, Mrs. Ruffo, or Mrs.
Zydowicz

See answers on page 2.
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Clear the fog of apathy

By Sarah Stewart

Well, it’s that time of year again. It’s
second semester and the cold isn’t the only
thing that’s going around. For years, stu-
dents have claimed to have been plagued
by the infamous Senioritis, a “condition”
in which students stop caring about their
schoolwork and their grades drop as a
result. Well, here is a diagnostic test to see
where you stand against this great epi-
demic and some helpful advice to help you
overcome such a detriment to your student
health.

A teacher is absent and assigns 12 ques-
tions to be answered by the end of class.
Do you

1. Do all twelve questions accurately and
turn it in in a timely fashion to the substi-
tute?

2. Do half of the answers and rely on your
friends for the other half?

3. Start the assignment but get bored

and decide to turn it in the next few days
whenever you get around to it?

4. Blow off the whole assignment and
catch up on your sleep with a nice nap in-
stead of doing the monotonous busy work?

A teacher decides to give an open-notes
pop quiz in the middle of class over the
notes you took yesterday. Do you

1. Pass with flying colors because you
always take good notes?

2. Know most of the answers and only get
a few wrong as you were talking to your
friends while the teacher was lecturing?

3. Make up most of your answers and
hope they’re right because you were play-
ing “Words With Friends” all class long
yesterday but were still mildly paying
attention?

4. Flat out fail because you were blatantly
playing Go Fish the whole class with your
buddies?

A teacher announces that there is a test
tomorrow. Do you

1. Feel almost prepared, as you have
already begun studying a few days ago?
2. Begin studying the night before for a
decent amount of time then go on Face-
book when you get bored ?

3. Regretfully acknowledge that you’ll
actually have to look over the material for
a few minutes the period before the test
the next day?

4. Not worry about it because either
you’ve either already been accepted to

college, will probably cheat anyways, or
plan on skipping school that day?

Add up your three numbers to get your
score.

1-4=You’re a pretty good student. Keep
up the good work and stay focused. You're
already beating the Fog!

5-8= You can both greatly increase and
decrease your school performance. Try

to remain a little more focused and to

get your work all turned in on time. Seek
the help you need from your friends and
teachers and don’t let yourself slip these
last few months. Remember colleges

still have access to your second semester
grades and can REVOKE scholarships and
acceptances if they see you’ve stopped try-
ing altogether. The Fog may just get you
yet if you let it.

9-12=You may be failing all of your class-
es. You should definitely get your stuff
together because your current study habits
will certainly guarantee you academic
failure in college. You are lost in The Fog
and don’t care. Seek immediate help.

Junior enjoys Cleveland

By Victoria Rogers

Late in October of 2011, I was recom-
mended by some of the amazing staff here
at Chanel to participate in this program
called Look Up To Cleveland.

Look Up To Cleveland is a wonder-
ful program where you meet about once
a month throughout the year and tour our
beautiful city of downtown Cleveland.
The organizers inform you about all the
wonderful career and job opportunities
there are here, you learn about cool facts
and places here in Cleveland, attend differ-
ent informative workshops and participate
in really cool events, and receive job
shadowing and networking opportunities,
all with a group of intelligent people from
other schools who’ve become really good
friends of mine.

In the beginning, I was a little unsure
of whether to pursue this opportunity
because I was tied down with a lot of
schoolwork and a little nervous on what
to expect. But after talking to Edward
Vaughn, a senior who participated in the
program when he was a junior, I was con-

vinced that this was an opportunity that I
didn’t want to pass up.

So far things have been great. First in
December, I went to the opening retreat,
where I spent the night at Hiram House
Camp with 59 students from 34 differ-
ent schools. I was a little nervous at first,
but it helped that I already knew some of
the people there. It was insanely fun, and
I got to know some of the cool people
participating in the program with me.

I also got to hear State Senator Nina
Turner speak, and she gave me great in-
sight on how to achieve my future goals.
Then January was our first program date,
where we learned about the economy and
entrepreneurship.

We listened to a variety of speakers
who taught us about Cleveland’s economy
(which is nowhere near as bad as every-
one is making it seem).

Then we learned about Jumpstart
programs like The Shaker LaunchHouse
which is an extremely cool place; then we
traveled to the Federal Reserve Bank and
learned about how they store and lend out
money to other banks. Later we toured the

whole bank, even the huge vault that they
have. The place was beautiful.

The latest workshop that I’ve been
to was the Cleveland Arts & Culture Day,
where we learned how the arts are a very
large part of our economy and that they
need a lot of financial support.

We met at the Playhouse Square
Idea Center where we heard some guest
speakers tell us about how Cleveland is a
landmark for the arts and the role it plays
in our economy.

Then we toured the Cleveland Play-
house and the Museum of Contemporary
Art, which I strongly suggest people visit.
Then we ended at the beautiful Tudor
Arms Hotel where we snacked on the
amazing cookies they have there and
learned more about the arts’ role on the
economy.

This goes out to all of the future
juniors (that’s you sophomores)! If any of
you get the chance to participate in this
wonderful program, I strongly suggest that
you do. It’s a brilliant, once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity, and you will be extremely
glad that you participated in it.

Easter traditions abound

By Billy Kosileski

Easter is a holiday that is celebrated
worldwide. There are many different
traditions from different religions and
countries. However, some may ask, “What
exactly is Easter?”

Sophomore Allyson Kirsh said, “Eas-
ter to me is when we celebrate when Jesus
Christ rose from the dead.”

Sophomore Luke Griffiths said, “Eas-
ter to me is not only a time when we cel-
ebrate the Resurrection of Jesus, but also
a time to realize what Jesus went through
just to save us.” But no matter how a per-
son feels about Easter, it still symbolizes
re-birth.

The origin of Easter came from not
only Christianity, but also pre-Christian
religions. Christians celebrate the Resur-
rection of Jesus Christ on Easter Sunday.
Three days before his Resurrection, Jesus
was crucified, killed, and laid in a tomb;
this day is known to Christians as Good
Friday.
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According to the scriptures, three days
after his death, Jesus rose from the dead in
fulfillment of the scriptures. Many Chris-
tians will attend Mass on Easter Sunday
to celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus.
Other religions such as Protestants have
the custom of having of special religious
ceremony at dawn.

Today on Easter Sunday, children
wake up to see that the Easter Bunny has
brought them baskets of candy and colored
eggs. The children will also hunt for
hidden eggs around their houses that the
Easter Bunny has left for them.

Neighborhoods, organizations, and
families also put on Easter egg hunts for
children. But before the Easter Bunny re-
ceived its name it has today, it was known
as the “Easter Hare.” Rabbits and hares
very often have multiple births. This made
them symbolize fertility. So children used
to believe that the hares would lay eggs in
the grass, and this is where the custom of
the Easter egg hunt and the Easter Bunny
comes from.

Many countries have special traditions
for Easter. Countries like England and
Germany have a game where children roll
eggs down hills on Easter morning. This
game is connected to the rock that covered
Jesus’ tomb that was rolled away. Coun-
tries like the United States of America
have parades on Easter morning. This tra-
dition originated from when people would
walk around town after church on Easter
morning, which lead to all kinds of Easter
morning parades throughout the U.S.A.

People celebrate Easter according to
their beliefs. But no matter what religion
a person is or no matter where one is
from, Easter symbolizes a new beginning.
Whether it is in the form of Jesus Christ
rising from the dead, or just as simple as
an egg, Easter is like a re-birth.

“Easter is a happy time to be with
your family, a time to eat a lot of food, a
time to realize what’s important to you,
and also a time to rejoice in the Resur-
rection of Jesus Christ,” says senior John
Webb.

How prom has
changed
By KeShawnah Golphin

Prom is a rite of passage experienced
every year by seniors who graduate soon
after. Prom originated sometime in the late
1800s and is short for the word “prom-
enade” which is a formal dance where
guests showed their style and dancing.
Prom is on May 11" for Chanel seniors
and is at Lavera in Willoughby this year,
and over the years prom has not only
changed dates, but has also changed many
of the aspects that go into it. Of course
what to wear for prom is different almost
every year, but each decade seems to have
its own style of what prom was.

Going back to the 70s, it was all about
disco and big hair. Girls wore long dresses
that were more casual and modest. Guys’
styles seems to often be the same, de-
cade to decade in a simple white or black
tuxedo. In the 80’s the dresses were like
the modern dresses that are worn now to a
homecoming and most likely were at least
knee length. The 90s was a whole new era
of style and had flair of its own. The 90s
brought along rap music and the dreaded
ruffled dresses. Girls wore mid-length
dresses with ruffles upon ruffles on them.
Today, prom is very formal, and there is a
mixture of music. There are short dresses,
long dresses and dresses of every color.

Prom at a catholic school is not too
far off from the ordinary. At Chanel there
are a slew of dresses that aren’t allowed
and some rules and regulations to abide
by just to be able to enter the dance. For
example, low cut dresses are not allowed,
and neither are dresses that are cut out too
much in the back and show too much skin.
If a student plans on bringing a date who
doesn’t attend Chanel, then that guest is
not allowed to be above the age of 19 and
must have acceptable identification. Even
though there are many rules for prom now,
there were many more just 10 years ago,
and back then the rules were stricter.

One thing that can be counted on to be
consistent is prom being every year. With
that being said, people can also count on
what students wear to be different and the
location to be different every year.
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Hollywood accepts
Adele’s life’s story

By Imani Johnson

Adele Laurie Blue Adkins has moved
her way up the charts with ground-break-
ing songs like “Rolling in the Deep” and
“Someone like You.” She is taking over
our hearts with her blue-eyed soulful voice
and fearless attitude. Her first album, “19,”
released in 2008, won us over with singles
like “Chasing Pavements” and “Home-
town Glory.”

After the success of her first album,
she was ready to keep going. She released
her second album “21” in late January
of 2011. The British singer is strong and
very much sure of herself. Winning six
Grammys recently, she shows that she can
conquer anything even battling a vocal
cord hemorrhage. Performing was her way
of showing us that she is still as good as
she has ever been. Adele is a compelling,
undaunted, and courageous woman and
role model.
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“The Artist” leaves
audiences happy

By Gabriela Pieragostine

“The Artist,” a film unlike any other,
has recently been released into theatres.
There has been lots of talk and confusion
about this movie, considering it is a black
and white silent film. Written and directed
by Michel Hazanavicius, The Artist is a
French comedy-drama starring famous
French actors Jean Dujardin (as George
Valentin) and Berenice Bejo (as Peppy
Miller). First shown in France in 2011,
it has finally made its way here to leave
America in awe.

A few familiar faces also play large
roles in the film, such as John Goodman
as Al Zimmer, who is most famous from
his character “Dan Conner” from the hit
‘90s show, Roseanne. Also Missy Pyle is
Constance, who played Mrs. Beauregard in
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory (2005)
and has made guest appearances on many
television shows.

More well known, Malcolm McDow-
ell from “A Clockwork Orange” is the but-
ler, and James Cromwell is Clifton, whose
acting career took off in the ‘70s while he
played Stretch Cunningham on the show
All in the Family and Glen in The Nancy
Walker Show. His most famous appear-
ances were in The Green Mile, I, Robot,
ER, Dante’s Inferno, and much more.

This award-winning film starts off
in 1927 towards the end of the silent
film legacy. George Valentin, the world-
renowned silent actor, is at his peak and
has just released his latest film, 4 Russian
Aftair.

He is on top of the world. After bump-
ing into aspiring actress Peppy Miller, he
accidentally sends her career flying. Sparks
are evident between the two immediately.
After the loss of his wife and his home,
Valentin is also forced to deal with the de-
cline of his career during the Great Depres-
sion. “Talkies,” as they were called, are
becoming more and more popular by the
people. Talkies are talking-motion pictures,
the majority starring Miss Peppy Miller.

People no longer wanted to see movies
based on expressions, gestures, and title
cards. The world was rapidly changing
and so was the film industry. This story is
about a lost and broken man finding his
way through a whole new world. Valentin’s
love interest with Miller helps him over-
come his stubborn refusal towards talking
movies and his drunken depression.

Jean Dujardin won the Best Actor
Award at the 2011 Cannes Film Festi-
val where the film premiered. The film
was nominated for six Golden Globes
and won three: Best Motion Picture--
Musical or Comedy, Best Original Score,
and Best Actor: Motion Picture Musical or
Comedy(Dujardin).

In January 2012 the film was nomi-
nated for twelve BAFTAs and ten Acad-
emy Awards,including Best Picture, Best
Director and Best Original Screenplay
for Hazanavicius, Best Actor in a Lead-
ing Role for Dujardin, and Best Actress in
a Supporting Role for Bejo. There were
many more awards given in France as well.

Yes, this movie is an entirely black
and white silent film with background
music, strong acting, and title cards, which
may seem absolutely absurd to most
moviegoers today. Why is it so special, you
ask?

The Artist is a film so completely
original and unique from what this
modern-day society is used to. It shows
very accurately the vast changes of the
world through America between the 1920s
and 1930s, with an absolute foreign heart
throb at the center of it all. It is a complete
culture shock to those who have forgotten
the struggles of a simpler time before our
own. With a beautiful “happy ending,” this
movie will leave you in smiles and admira-
tion.

The movie was the winner of a num-
ber of Oscars. See the article on this page
for additional Oscar information.
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St. Patrick inspires still

By Billy Kosileski

Many people around the world
celebrate St. Patrick’s Day every year on
March 17. But did you ever wonder why
we celebrate St. Patrick’s Day in the first
place, or why we have the shamrocks and
leprechauns? St. Patrick’s Day is a holiday
that celebrates the life and good works of
St. Patrick himself. It originated in Ireland
as a holy day, and it would later be cel-
ebrated as a symbol of the Irish as well.

St. Patrick was born in 387 A.D. in
Scotland. At the young age of sixteen, he
was kidnapped and taken to Ireland where
he would serve as a slave for many years.
After escaping, Patrick returned home to
preach and convert the Irish to Christianity.
Here, he built many schools and churches

and ordained many priests. St. Patrick
used shamrocks and leprechauns when he
preached about Christianity. He used the
shamrock to symbolize the Holy Trinity,
and he used the leprechaun to symbolize
God, and this is why we associate these
with this holiday.

Along with his preaching and good
works, Patrick performed many miracles
throughout his life as well. Some of his
best-known miracles are when he drove the
snakes out of Ireland and when he allowed
the sunlight to break through the dark
clouds with his prayers.

St. Patrick died on March 17, which
is his feast day. Today, St. Patrick’s Day is
celebrated worldwide as a day of worship
to St. Patrick and also as a day of celebra-
tion for the Irish people.

Were predictions

By John Webb

It’s that time of year again: the mo-
ment when all of Hollywood’s leading
actors, directors, producers, and creators are
honored with the most prestigious award
in their profession: The Academy Awards.
Commonly referred to as “The Oscars,”
this year’s ceremony was held at the Kodak
Theatre in Los Angeles on February 26,
2012, and will be hosted for the ninth time
by actor/comedian Billy Crystal, who took
over the position after original host Eddie
Murphy backed out. The 84" Annual Acade-
my Awards will honor excellence in the film
industry for the year of 2011 across a wide
variety of motion picture arts aspects. This
year has seen some truly incredible perfor-
mances and films, and many categories will
be tough for the Academy voters to decide.
Here are just a few of the top categories that
critics are talking about. A star will indicate
the actual winner of the category.

Best Supporting Actress:

Berenice Bejo, “The Artist”
Jessica Chastain, “The Help”
Melissa McCarthy, “Bridesmaids”
Janet McTeer, “Albert Nobbs”
*Qctavia Spencer, “The Help”

In a year that saw some incredible lead-
ing portrayals, these secondary actresses
stood their own ground. Bejo delivered a
stellar, though silent performance, while
Chastain stole the audiences’ hearts in nu-
merous films this year. McCarthy gave one
of the most hilarious performances opposite
Kristen Wiig, but the gold will ultimately go
to either Janet McTeer for her heart-wrench-
ing performance in “Albert Nobbs” or to
Octavia Spencer as no-nonsense housemaid
Minny for “The Help”.

SHOULD WIN: Octavia Spencer for her
brassy portrayal of an African-American
maid in the 1960s South. Spencer delivers
both the comedic and serious aspects of
her character profoundly, and besides that,
her scene with the infamous pie was one of
the greatest scenes ever created in cinema
history.

Best Supporting Actor:

Kenneth Branagh, “My Week With Mari-
lyn”

Jonah Hill, “Moneyball”

Nick Nolte, “Warrior”

*Christopher Plummer, “Beginners”
Max von Sydow, “Extremely Loud and
Incredibly Close”

Aside from being a great year overall
in the film industry, these five actors have
been central discussion in the entertainment

magazines. Hill scores his first nomination,
and both Nolte and Branagh score their
third nominations. However, the race truly
comes down to von Sydow and Plummer,
two eighty-two year old veteran actors,
both of whom have been nominated in the
past but have never won.

SHOULD WIN: Christopher Plummer

is the likely winner, but either he or von
Sydow would be justified in winning this
great honor as a tribute to the longevity of
their careers.

Best Actress:

Glenn Close, “Albert Nobbs”

Viola Davis, “The Help”

Rooney Mara, “The Girl With the Dragon
Tattoo”

*Meryl Streep, “The Iron Lady”
Michelle Williams, “My Week With
Marilyn”

It is rare that all five nominated
actresses are just as likely to win the gold
as any other actress in the category, but
this year, it is possible. Close and Mara
have won several awards at numerous film
festivals such as Cannes and Sundance for
their exquisite roles. Both Williams and
Streep picked up Golden Globes for their
portrayals, and Davis won the coveted
SAG for her first leading film role. It has
truly become a toss up as to who will win
this category, but there is speculation that
either Davis or Streep is likely to take
home the trophy.

SHOULD WIN: Meryl Streep for “The
Iron Lady.” Portraying fierce, dominant
British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher,
Streep once again tackled a difficult role
with incredible efficiency. She not only
acts out the role, but becomes fully im-
mersed in the role, to the point where
critics have stated: “I truly thought that it
was Mrs. Thatcher.” The sentimental pick
for the winner is Davis as the loving maid
Abilene in “The Help,” and while Davis is
an incredible actress in her own right (hav-
ing won three Tonys and numerous other
acting awards), her role was not nearly

as challenging as Streep’s. Even though
Streep has won two Oscars in the past, this
year should be hers to shine, as she hasn’t
won since 1982, and truly deserves a third
Oscar.

Best Actor:

Demian Bichir, “A Better Life”
George Clooney, “The Descendants”
*Jean Dujardin, “The Artist”

Gary Oldman, “Tinker, Tailor, Soldier,

Spy73
Brad Pitt, “Moneyball”

Clooney and Pitt receive their third

correct?

acting nominations this year, while Cloo-
ney is also nominated for his screenplay
for “The Ides of March,” another film he
starred in this year. Bichir, a famous actor
in Mexico, breaks out onto the Hollywood
scene with his portrayal of a Mexican im-
migrant, and France’s Dujardin delivered
an exemplary performance in “The Artist.”
Perhaps the most exciting of the nomina-
tions was Oldman’s, who many fans have
believed has long been deserving of an
Oscar nomination.

SHOULD WIN: George Clooney for his
excellent portrayal of a grieving husband
and father in “The Descendants.” Clooney
has definitely proven himself this year as a
gifted actor, putting any undermining of his
talent due to his dashing image to rest. The
only person that possibly stands in his way
for the Best Actor award is the proclaimed
“George Clooney of France,” Jean Dujar-
din.

Best Picture:

*“The Artist”

“The Descendants”

“Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close”
“The Help”

“Hugo”

“Midnight in Paris”

“Moneyball”

“The Tree of Life”

“War Horse”

With nine nominees, the top category
is filled with absolutely incredible films,
and includes, for the first time in 83 years,

a silent film in the running, as well as an
animated film.

SHOULD WIN: “The Artist” for its
creative genius in taking an old art form of
cinema and revitalizing it. If the film wins,
it will be the second silent film in Oscar his-
tory to take home the biggest, most coveted
award. However, don’t count out “The
Help,” “The Descendants,” or “War Horse,”
which have all been given top reviews by
the entertainment critics as other frontrun-
ners.
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Bowlers

By Billy Kosileski

They may not be recognized as much
as the basketball players or wrestlers, but
the bowlers here at St. Peter Chanel work
as hard as all the other athletes to get better
at their sport. They take advantage of every
practice to become better bowlers and to
boost their averages.

The bowling team is coached by Mr.
Mike Wyrzykowski.
According to the
bowlers, coach al-
ways tells the team
to slow down, re-
lax, and to focus on
what is happening
now and not what
happened before.
He tells them not to
let one bad round
upset them, and to
try to do better the
next round.

The team practices every Wednesday,
and every player must bowl three games.

e
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alm for success

The top five bowlers with the highest
scores will bowl in the Saturday tourna-
ments. So far, the main five bowlers have
been freshman [an Adams, sophomore
Jeremy Lynch, junior Ryan Chavers,
junior Matt Lozar, and senior and captain
John Lynch. “It feels really great to know
that I put my time and effort into the team
for almost four years. Yes, there are a lot
of responsibilities to being the only senior
who bowls varsity and also with being the
team captain. I put in my four years, just
like almost all the seniors who graduated
last year, and I have to say, it was well
worth every minute I put into it,” says
John Lynch.

“The team this year is doing well,
and as we practice, we become closer not
only as friends, but as a team. I have also
noticed a lot of improvement from the
JV bowlers this year,” said junior Matt
Lozar. The bowling team is a great group
of people who try their hardest to succeed
in their sport. They all love the game of
bowling, and they put a lot of time and
hard work into it. “I have been bowling for
a very long time now, and I can honestly

John Lynch prepares to release the ball. Photo
by Mr. Muslovski.

say it is one of my favorite hobbies. I really
enjoy bowling for St. Peter Chanel, and it
is an experience I will never forget,” said
sophomore Jeremy Lynch.

Two teams compete

By Erica Jackson

On February 4, 2012, the Firebird
Cheer and Dance teams went to Alliance,
Ohio, for an OASSA Northeast Regional
competition.

This was the second year for the
cheerleading team going to a competi-
tion, but the first time for our newly added
dance team.

The Firebird Cheerleading and Dance
team consisted of seniors Mya Erickson
and Tyler Williams, juniors India Veasey
and Erica Jackson, and sophomores Marvin
Malone, Erin Golding, Brianna Erickson,
and Brianna Stewart. The team’s leader,

Boys ho

By Andrew Pickard

The St. Peter Chanel Firebirds ended a
season on a bitter sweet note. After main-
taining an undefeated record throughout
their first 12 games, beating high caliber
teams like Garfield Heights High School,
Cleveland Central Catholic, Malvern, Vil-
la-Angela St. Josephs, and Bedford High
School, they encountered their first loss of
the season to the Lake Catholic Cougars on
January 24.

Though the dream of the perfect
season was shot down, they bounced right
back to defeat 3 North Coast League teams
in a row, Holy Name, Cleveland Central
Catholic, and Warren John F. Kennedy,
before dropping another 2 games to Cleve-
land John F. Kennedy and Villa-Angela St.
Josephs. Then they went on to finish the
season on a two game win streak, beating
the Trinity Trojans in their own house, in a
hard fought game, to win the North Coast
League Championship.

The Firebirds finished the season
17-3, which is the best record in 10 years.
Though they didn’t accomplish the unde-
feated goal they had wished for, they still
managed to accomplish their goal of win-
ning the NCL and also gained the Number
1 seed in the Division III tournament on
the way. They start what Coach McMahon
calls, “The REAL Season,” on February
28th against St. Martin Depores.

The Firebirds have the potential
to be the Division III State Champion this
year. They have a deep team with prob-
ably some of the best defensive tactics
in the state. They wreak havoc every
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Coach Evie Golding, shared her perspec-
tive on the overall look of the competition.

What is your personal opinion on
how the teams did at the competition?
“Each year the team continues to improve.
I am so proud of the team and what’s in
store for next year.”

‘Were you personally nervous at the
competition?
“I am always nervous, but I never let the
team know. Well they know now. I pray
for safety because with stunting, anything
can happen.”

What was the reason for entering
your teams in the competition?
“Cheerleading is offered at the college

ds high

single time that they play, and they make

it a living nightmare for other teams’ point
guards to handle the ball. That is a strategy
they’1l look to put to use effectively in this
post season run they’re preparing to go on.
Coach McMahon said it at the beginning of

Kyree Brewer driving to the basket. Photo by
LifeTouch.

the year, and it has rung true throughout the
season: “We as coaches will do everything
in our power to put you guys in the perfect

level, and it’s important for the team to see
the competition they will be up against at the
next level.”

Would you change anything that hap-
pened? Why or why not?
“I wouldn’t change anything; we put our
best foot forward, and that’s all I could ask.
Next year, the squad will be focusing more
on tumbling as this is one key for the college
level.”

With all that the team endured, they did
a great job in the competition. For the dance
team’s first year in competition and the cheer
team’s second, our Firebird Cheer and Dance
teams have a lot of spirit and are not afraid to
show it. Good job, Firebirds!

opes

position to succeed; it’s up to you if you’re
going to focus all your energy on the things
we’ve taught you.” He’s preached to his
players, “Trip by trip, every possession
matters!” Through those tough losses the
players have seen the seriousness behind
that statement and hopefully, as the play-
offs are underway, have learned the lesson.

The Firebirds were lead by a very
skilled and experienced group of seniors
this year. They were lead in scoring this
year by senior Point Guard Damon Jones.
He’s had an outstanding season averag-
ing 19 points, 5 assists, and 5 rebounds
per contest. Tommie Williams, Andrew
Pickard, Dan Bailey, and Kyree Brewer are
all experienced players who have been to
the Final Four before and will look to lead
this Firebird team back to the “Promised
Land.”

They definitely have what it takes
to be a champion this year, but it’s com-
pletely up to them to fulfill their potential.
They will be tested throughout the entire
playoff run. But if they have faith, believe,
and play as a team, there’s nothing that can
get in their way. The expectation is high for
this team, but they have more than what it
takes to fulfill it.

The Firebirds Won their first 3
games and advanced to the District Final
game. They routed St. Martin De Porres,
Independence, and Lutheran West to get
there. This is the first time the ‘Birds have
beaten Lutheran West since they’ve played
them in the Division III District Tourney.
Chanel plays Beachwood for the District
Championship and will look to advance to

Regionals.

Senior football player
commits to Mercy-
hurst

By Julie Koballa

If you ask Matt Sarosy what his first
love was, he wouldn’t reply with football.
Even though Matt loves the game of base-
ball, he is ecstatic to be a Laker at Mercy-
hurst University in the fall to play football.

Throughout his football career at Cha-
nel, he has
led the of-
fensive and
defensive
lines, barely
missing a
down. Matt
has many
accolades
because of
his leader-
ship on and
off the field
and is rec-
ognized for
his excel-
lence in the
classroom.
Matt led
the foot-
ball team
this year with a couple wins, but what
spectators didn’t know was that he had
been playing on a bad ACL for a good

amount of the season. Earlier this year,
Matt underwent knee surgery, and we all
witnessed him on crutches. Even though
he went through this, college coaches saw
it as fresh legs.

Along with Mercyhurst, Matt was also
being recruited by Edinboro University,
Gannon University and Notre Dame Col-
lege. Mercyhurst in Erie, Pennsylvania,
won his heart, and he signed his letter
of intent on February 1 to play Division
II. When asked what he loved about this
school, he was stuck on the location.

“It was away from everything, kind of
secluded from everything else, but only
10-15 minuets away from the city. That’s
perfect for me,” Matt said. “I’'m looking
forward to going to college and meeting
new people and being a part of the experi-
ence, but it will be bittersweet to leave all
my friends and the school I have known
my whole life,” Matt concludes.

Matt is excited. With a healthy knee
and a positive attitude, Matt is ready to be
a Laker and ready to further his football
career at Mercyhurst.

Matt Sarosy. Photo by Ven-
ditti Studio.

Girls’ basketball
team grows as family
despite difficult season

By Lauren Carr

This basketball season the girls’ bas-
ketball team has gone through a very tough
season, with the shortage of players and the
disadvantage of having one senior. There
was only a varsity team this season.

Over the season the girls have become
close to each other and have learned to
work as a team. Deonna Isler and JaEre
Moore agreed, “ With us being a small
team, we came a long way and worked re-
ally hard.”

The team consists of senior Chelsi
Collins, junior Paris Elba, sophomores
Jayla Harden and Gabriella Morgan, and
freshmen Lauren Carr, Jewel Bracey, De-
onna Isler, JaEre Moore, and Cheryl Webb.
These girls have not only learned things
about themselves, but about each other as
well. Jewel Bracey said, “ We learned to
like each other, not just as a team but as a
family!”

Their record may not reflect their
new wisdom, but they grew as a team and
became a close family.
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Max Mcgrill joins
coaching staff

By Lindsay Zydowicz

Coach Max Mcgrill is a new member
of the Chanel family. He is the new head
coach for the girls’ fast pitch team. Before
becoming a part of the Chanel community,
he coached at Perry High School for ten
years. Then he coached a travel team for
eight.

Coach Max has been playing softball
for 30 years now. He says, “My reason for
coaching is I like to teach the sport. It’s
nice to see how the kids improve as they
play on.”

A little more about Coach Max is
that he was inducted in the Softball Hall
of Fame in 2002. He has a daughter who
pitched for the University of Wisconsin,
two sons, and has been happily married for
32 years.

All-star weekend flops
By Andrew Pickard

Every year in mid-February, it’s time
for All-Star Weekend in the NBA. This
holds, what is supposed to be, the NBA’s
biggest stage for the game’s most elite
athletes. There are about 5 or 6 televised
events each year. There is a celebrity All-
Star game, a Rising Star’s game, which
showcases the young stars in the NBA, a
three point shooting contest, a skills chal-
lenge, where players show their agility and
precision passing, the dunk contest; and it’s
capped off with the All-Star Game. Each
year there are 12 players selected from
each conference, the East and the West.

The first All-Star Game was held in
the Boston Garden Arena in 1951. The
game was very competitive and was the
most watched game the whole season.
Every year after that the NBA decided they
were going to hold a game to showcase
the best players in the NBA. The games
peaked in the 80’s and 90's when players
like Larry Bird, Magic Johnson, Kareem
Abdul-Jabar, and Michael Jordan were
around. These were some of the most
exciting and competitive All-Star games in
the history of the NBA.

As of late, since the addition of the
3 point contest, dunk contest, and all this
other jazz, the quality of the games has
plummeted immensely. The once exciting
and entertaining games are now replaced
with nonchalant, lazy, defenseless basket-
ball. The views have gone down; down
to the point where All-Star weekend has
become a joke. A lot of the owners were
talking about adding a little more incen-
tive. Right now, the winner gets $50,000
and the loser gets just half of that. In a
league where the league minimum is 473k,
what motive is $50,000 to the NBA’s elite
players who are already making 10 million
plus per year?

The NBA lately has some of the most
explosive and athletic players it’s ever
had. And each year they put on a pathetic
show during All-Star weekend. It’s just a
pain to watch. If the NBA finds a way to
motivate the players playing in the All-Star
game to play harder and actually compete
at the level they’re capable of, All-Star
weekend would peek as far as ratings and
attendance. The only obstacle is motivating
highly paid athletes to risk injury and play
all out.
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Senior wrestler hoping to
make STATEment

By Julie Koballa

If you looked on his Facebook and
twitter biography, it was clear that Ken-
nedy Smith was out to finish what he
started last wrestling season. Being a huge
part of the state championship team in
2011, even though he injured his knee in
the state finals last year, Kennedy came
back healthier than ever and did not want
to accept anything less than the top of the
podium. Being one of three captains, Ken-
nedy has had a winning record this season.

Even though he had to give up his
first love of football after knee surgery,
this grappler knows what it takes to be on
top. Endless hours in the wrestling room
with coaches and mentors to get his weight
down earlier this winter is what Kennedy
has been sacrificing. When asked what was
next after surgery but before state finals, he
says, “I’ve been in the state finals before,
and I know exactly what it takes to get
there again. What’s next? The top of the
podium.”

Arriving in Columbus with his drill

Dan Barrett on the mat. Photo by Mr. Mus-
lovski.

Will the king get a ring?

By Andrew Pickard

After 18-6 start, the Miami Heat are
looking like the team that they claimed
they’d be last year. They set the tone the
first game of the season coming out against
Dallas and absolutely destroying them. The
Heat have a new attitude that’s surrounding
the team this year. They seem to be a lot
more aggressive, but at the same time they
are smart too (maybe they’re just playing
with more heart this year).

The team, as a whole, is shooting
48.6% from the field, averaging 104 points
per contest. The big 3 has been in full
effect this year and each of its members
has greatly contributed to their new found
success.

Some of the main improvements the
Heat has made this year are simply being
more consistent and efficient. LeBron
James is shooting an astonishing 55% from
the field. He’s altered his shot selection
process and has made the game easier for
himself by moving to the post and tak-
ing higher percentage shots on smaller
defenders, whereas last year, he’d roam
the arc and settle for ill-advised three point
attempts. He’s averaging 29.2 points per
contest; and if you’ve watched a game this
year, you hardly notice he’s scoring that
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Kennedy Smith in action while his coaches look on. Photo by Mrs. Holly-Brown.

partner and co-captain Dan Barrett, these

boys were ready to go back to back. Ken-
nedy won all of his matches in Columbus
except for one in heartbreak fashion. This
match was undeniably the most important
match—the finals.

Taking his opponent into double
overtime, Kennedy couldn’t come out on
top, literally. Losing 5-1, Kennedy took
second. Even though it was a bittersweet
ending to what was HIS year, anyone who
knows him knows that the color of his
medal does not reflect what he deserves,
and he is our champion.

“I’ve learned a lot about myself dur-
ing my wrestling career here at Chanel.
With all the adversity, my knee, Ricky
(Orrill) passing and living up to expec-
tations, I’ve learned to stay loyal and
focused. My teammates and coaches have
been my second family and nothing could
separate us,” said Kennedy.

much, because the way he does is so ef-
ficient. He’s making 10 field goals a game,
while getting to the line to shoot 9.9 free
throws a game.

Dwayne Wade’s play has led me to
be quite skeptical of his importance to
the Heat’s success. While Wade is more
aggressive when he’s in the post, he still
takes a lot of bad shots. Although he is
shooting 44%, his time management skills
have noticeably decreased over the years.
Chris Bosh was considered to be the key to
success by many last year; and he let down
on so many levels.

But, this year, he’s been a lot more
aggressive while also being efficient. He’s
averaging 20.9 points a game, shooting
52% from the field. He’s stepped up his
game and even extended his range out to
the arc, which opens up the post for play-
ers like James and Wade. The Heat are
doing all the right things to be successful.
They’re playing hard defensively; they’re
holding their opponents to 96.2 points
a game, forcing 18 turnovers, getting 9
steals, and 5 blocks per contest.

Lastly, the biggest reason I feel the
Heat are successful this year is because
of the supporting cast of the Big 3. Mario
Chalmers, Norris Cole, Mike Miller,
Udonis Haslem, Shane Battier, and Joel

Kennedy Smith

Anthony have all made huge contribu-
tions. Norris Cole’s defensive ability and
aggressiveness on the offensive end makes
him a huge threat when he’s on the floor.
Mike Miller knocking down shots this year
makes him a threat also. He’s shooting
62% from the field and 57% from three,
averaging 7.7 points per game.

Haslem, Battier, and Anthony have
all contributed to the defensive tenacity
the Heat have been playing with this year.
Mario Chalmers has stepped into his role at
the point guard position. He’s been hitting
huge clutch shots that weren’t going down
last year. He’s now a threat which makes
the Heat even harder to guard when all
three parts of the Big 3 are on the floor.

After 24 games, I see no one in the
NBA who can handle the Miami Heat.
They’ve beaten the Lakers, Mavericks,
Celtics, Bulls, Pacers, and Knicks. Correct
me if ’'m wrong, but there’s not another
team in the East that would even be able to
compete with Miami. And the only teams
I see that would give them problems in the
West are the Clippers and the Grizzlies. |
believe the Heat can run with anybody in
West, and they can shut down defensively.
Needless to say, the only thing stopping the
Heat from winning the Championship this
year is themselves.
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