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Chanel’s hottest headlines

Seek what is above.

CP party touches hearts

Mrs. Claus (Shannon Rafferty and Edward
Vaughn). All of the gifts were picked
specifically for each child, purchased, and
wrapped by Student Council.

The CP Party is a true highlight for all
people of the Chanel community, whether
they be students, alumni, staff, or even
parents. It’s one day where everyone can
come together as a community to help oth-
ers enjoy the holidays. Most importantly,
it’s a wonderful reminder that the holiday
season is about giving of ourselves, instead
of always receiving. In the end, the benefit
of the great feeling of helping others out-
weighs any other gift we could receive.

By Edward Vaughn
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Student Council held its annual Ce-
rebral Palsy Christmas Party (commonly
known as the CP Party) on December 11.

Cerebral Palsy is a condition that af-
fects the nervous system, causing physical
disabilities and impairing motor skills.
Because of this, many children cannot do
everyday activities, such as go to school,
walk, and even talk.

However, with the help of over 100 Chanel
students and faculty, children with this
condition were able to enjoy the holidays
with many different activities, such as face
painting, making ornaments, and creating
foam photo frames.

The children also had the opportunity
to see a magic show performed by Rick
Smith, Jr., who holds a Guinness World
Record for the farthest playing card throw,
at a speed of 92 miles per hour.

Besides receiving services hours, one
of the main benefits of working the CP
Party is making the children happy. Senior
Chelsea Miller said, “I get to do something
nice for the children, despite their dis-
abilities, and help them enjoy the holiday
season.”

Allyson Kirsh and Lindsay Zydowicz both
agree that one of the main benefits is seeing
the bright smiles on children’s faces when
they arrive and participate in the activities,
no matter what disabilities the children
may have. “T also believe that with so many
students working the CP Party, it helps to
bring together the school community dur-
ing the holidays,” said Lindsay.

In addition to making fun crafts, such
as door hangers and snowmen ornaments,
all of the children received a gift of their
choice, given by none other than Mr. and

Christina Lackey and Chelsea Miller join some
Disney characters. Photo by Mrs. Miroglotta.
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Genevieve Benya and Serena Lekan help out at the party. Photo by Mrs. Miroglotta.

Students launch learning

Bridge competition, students had to use
one piece of paper and up to five paper
clips and see how much weight it could
hold.

These students had the opportunity
to meet an astronaut and take advice from
NASA scientists and engineers while they

competed in these challenging science and
engineering events. Brandon Brown re-
ceived an Honorable Mention for his Rock-
et Car design and was the only competitor
to incorporate the use of multiple balloons
into a car that worked. The team of Jorge
Santana, Lindsay Zydowicz, Khamia
Montgomery, and Kayleen Gipson
also received an Honorable Mention
for their Deployable Solar Array de-

| sign. Sakeena Davis and JaEre Moore
| worked tirelessly to improve their de-
| sign of their programmable robot that
had to navigate a simulated planetary
surface. Brandon Bounds, Nick Dowl-
ing and Stevon Gibson were deter-
mined to get their engineering design
perfect on their paper bridge, which
held 119 pennies on the final judging.
The students are looking forward to

% honing their skills and competing
again next year. NASA was gener-
ous in giving each student a bag of
projects and information and supplied
the teachers with additional resources

By Lindsay Zydowicz

Nine students and four chaperones
went on a trip to The John Glenn NASA
Research Center on November 5. They
were there to celebrate The 19th Annual
Young Astronaut Day.

Eleven other high schools and
middle schools competed against Team
Chanel in four different competitions.
The four competitions were Balloon
Rocket Car, Deployable Solar Arrays,
Planetary Rover Competition, and
Paper Bridge. In the Balloon Rocket
Car, students had to figure out a way
to propel a mobile they made as far as
they could using no more than three
balloons.

In the Solar Array competition,
students had to see who could build J
the largest surface area of a solar panel
without it weighing too much and

falling over, and it had to be deploy- . , o .
able. In the Planetary Rover Competi- Lindsay Zydowicz, Jorge Santana, Kayleen Gipson, Khamia
tion, students had to build a rover and Montgomery, Sakeena Davis, Ja’Ere Moore, Nick Dowling,
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wheels for it and operate it. The Rover Brandon Brown, Brandon Bounds, Stevon Gibson, and Mrs. 414 a DVD.

was built from Legos. In the Paper ~ Delciappo.
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The Flame
wins Quill

and Scroll

L

Mrs. Miroglotta, Flame moderator, with Sarah
Stewart, current Editor-in-Chief of ‘The Flame!

By Sarah Stewart

Chanel’s student newspaper ‘The
Flame’ recently received an “International
Honor Award-Distinguished” in the 2011
News Media Evaluation from The Quill
and Scroll, an International Honorary
Society for High School Journalists. The
paper is judged on a variety of categories
including Class and Curriculum, School
Life, External News, Graphics, Photo-
graphs, Layout, Overall Appearance,
Editing, Editorial Writing, News Writing,
Feature Writing, Sports Writing, Captions
and Headlines, and more.

The 2010-2011 editors responsible for
this award are:

Editor-in-Chief: Gina Russo

News Editor: Ashley Tartell
Entertainment Editor: Danielle DePompei
Co-Sports Editors: Rachel Byrnes and
Cameron Teague

Opinions Editor: Valerie Yenco

Features Editor: Julia Adams
Photography Editor: Sarah Greathouse

Juniors receive rings
By Lindsay Zydowicz

On December 8, the Feast of the Im-
maculate Conception, the juniors received
their class rings. The Ring Ceremony
included an-all school mass, during which
the juniors individually received their
rings after a special blessing A celebratory
reception for the juniors and their family
members followed the ceremony.

Many juniors received personalized
class rings. Sierra Reid exclaimed, “I was
so excited to get my ring! My ring had a
horse, to stand for horse riding, a flag, for
flag core, and a few other things. I’ve been
waiting for so long for my ring!”

Marvis Hood said, “I’ve been waiting
for a long time for my ring so I'm pretty
excited to get it.”

Rayanna Hinkle stated, “I got a cancer
ribbon on my ring for my grandma.” The
juniors are now a part of a long-standing
Chanel tradition and are bound to past
generations of students through their rings.

12/12/2011 7:11:49 AM
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Students share holiday figures
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White Christmas
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Here Comes Santa Claus ™
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Grandma Got Run Over By A Reindeer

Chanel Billboard Top 25 Christmas Songs

Santa Baby
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Chanel's Favorite Christmas Movies
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How Much Do You Spend On a
Family Member's Presents?
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content.
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Unsigned editorials express the views
of the majority of the editorial board.
Letters to the editor are welcomed and will
be published as space allows. Letters must
be signed, although the staff may withhold
the name on request. The paper reserves
the right to edit letters for grammar and
clarity, and all letters are subject to laws
governing obscenity, libel, privacy and
disruption of the school process, as are all
concerns of the paper.

Opinions in letters are not necessarily
those of the staff, nor should any opinion
expressed in a public forum be construed
as the opinions or policy of the administra-
tion, unless so attributed.

The student press of St. Peter Chanel
High School has adopted this as its mis-
sion:

*  To publish news, information and
opinions articles for and about
student, faculty, and administration
activities, interests, and policies.

*  To maintain high ethical standards
with regard to fairness, personal, and
legal rights, responsibilities and ac-
curacy.

*  To provide a forum for free and

By Sarah Stewart

Christmas favorites spark holiday spirit
Winter is finally here! Snow is begin-
ning to fall and while the air is nippy, the
holidays warm our hearts in these chilly
December days. While it is true that the
Advent season encourages a time of
reflection and contemplation, it also brings
with it a surplus of traditional and cultural
holiday spirit in the media and society as
a whole. Here at Chanel, we value a wide
variety of classical Christmas favorites.
Above are the results of the Chanel com-
munity’s favorite Christmas songs and
movies.
Students reveal holiday spending habits
While Christmas time is a time for
giving, it undoubtedly is also a time for
spending. Most people worry about being
short on cash during the holiday season,
as our lists for people to shop for is ever
expanding. Have you ever wondered how
you economically compare to your peers as
you’re completing your holiday shopping?
How much will she spend on him? How
many friends do I have to buy for? Will
$10 cover it? Well here’s the chance to
find out! Above are also the results of the
spending survey conducted in homerooms
last month.

responsible expression of student
opinion and present well-balanced, lo-
cally researched coverage of issues of
broader student interest.

To strive for a high level of competen-
cy in the technical aspects of writing,
including grammar, spelling, clarity
and precision.

To welcome diversity and increase the
scope and depth of our coverage in or-
der to heighten mutual understanding
and awareness throughout our entire
school community.
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Seniors visit Maltz display

By Keshawnah Golphin

The senior world religions class took
a trip to the Maltz Museum of Jewish
Heritage, located in Beachwood, Ohio,
on Novmeber 16. The museum gave the
students two tours, one for the Holocaust
exhibit and one for the Judaism display.
When first entering the Maltz Muse-
um, Chanel students could see the history
of Jews from the time of Moses until mod-
ern day in the art and displays. All students
were then split into groups of 10 or less.
Half went on the Judaism tour and
the other half went to learn about the
Holocaust. Thanks to Mrs. DeCesare, the
students knew all about Jewish history and
the Holocaust so they were well prepared.
The Maltz Museum is predominately
about Jewish history, but it also contains
history of other cultures’ struggles. During
the Holocaust tour, the group leaders took
students into the HATE room. In this room,
there was a video of African Americans’
struggles in the time of slavery and during

the civil rights movement. On the tour,
students learned about the events that led
to and occurred during the Holocaust. The
tour leaders made one thing very clear
from the beginning: Hitler was elected
into office fairly and legally, so it is im-
portant for people to vote.

During the tour, students heard some
Holocaust survival stories about how
some children made it out of Germany
by train. The stories were moving and
showed how persistent and determined the
Jewish people were.

One of the Holocaust stories was
about a little girl and her family’s experi-
ences. The little girl’s father had made
a hiding place in their house where they
chose to reside when the Germans made
all the Jews leave,

When all was clear, her father then
led the family to a cave in the woods and
they stayed there for a while, being fed
from time to time by a nearby farmer. One
day the farmer told them that they had
to leave because someone had reported

them to the gestapo (police), so the fam-
ily went to another nearby cave that was
being occupied by another Jewish family,
but they wouldn’t let them stay because
there wasn’t enough room, so the family
left and went back to their cave. One day
they heard shooting and screaming, and
the farmer came and told them that it was
actually the other family who had been re-
ported. The little girl’s family all survived.
The Holocaust ended in 1945 when the
Allied forces invaded Germany.

The seniors learned about Jewish
traditions and cultures. The leaders showed
the students the Torah and explained how
it was made. Students also learned about
how Jews celebrate the Sabbath, and how
they do not go by standard time but start
celebrating at sundown. The leaders taught
about Jewish Holidays such as Yom Kip-
pur (Jewish New Year), and Rosh Hasha-
nah, which is the Day of Atonement where
the Jewish people atone for their sins.

The experience at the Maltz enhanced
the learning about the Jewish religion.

NHS remains productive

By John Boykin

St. Peter Chanel’s National Honor
Society (NHS) has been a strong, organized,
and active group throughout the years. Not
only do they partake in service activities,
but also they conduct many fun activities
for the entire school. Some very memorable
moments many students may recall is buy-
ing that carnation for that special one for
Sweetest Day, purchasing a Crush soda for
Valentine’s Day, and grabbing a -
bite to eat on Tuesday mornings at
Tasty Tuesday. '

NHS is versatile in its school
events and creative in its fund rais-
ers, which is a result of the com-
metted and dedicated individuals
who comprise the chapter. The
members focus on the ideal as-
pects of displaying an honest and
decorous character, a verbal and
attentive leadership, a dedication
and care for service, and striving
for and achievement of scholar-
ship. Among these ideal aspects,
the NHS prides itself on havinga &
group of young students who bring"
no discredit to its name.

resist.

Along with Tasty Tuesday, NHS
also aids in holidays for the students. On
Sweetest Day, NHS sold carnations for
the students to purchase for that special
someone. The sale was so popular that
they actually sold out. It is very likely that
the carnations brought many smiles and
memories for the students.

While NHS assists students, the mem-

bers are also ambassadors for the school at B
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NHS members Mary McCannon, Ed Vaughn, and Erica Jackson help

So far this year, NHS has beenrecycle paper. Photo by Mrs. Dew.

well recognized through the eyes

of many students through the services and
activities for the school which it creates. In
some ways, NHS meets the needs of the
students in a special way. On that dragging
morning with the long car ride, no break-
fast, and stomach growling, NHS has the
solution: Tasty Tuesday. Tasty Tuesdays
have become a popular commodity this
year with favorites such as donuts, muffins,
juice, and many other products along with
reasonable prices that not many people can

the Open Houses. The members give tours,
present the NHS chapter to the prospec-
tive students, and help clean up. The NHS
hopes to see much success from the Open
Houses and hopefully new prospects for the
group.

Although NHS stands for National Honor
Society, the “national” part of the name can
no longer hold true. NHS has gone global
and is in the process of collaborating with

a high school in Malawi, Africa. NHS
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is establishing lines of communication,
exchanging information, sending videos
and letters, and financially supporting some
of their students. This is a huge step for
the group and they are eager to continue in
their collaboration.

NHS held a Recycling War in No-
vember in support of National Recycling
Week. The “War” consisted of having each
homeroom gather as much paper materials
as possible into their respective bins. The
materials included paper, magazines,
cardboard, and items of that nature.
Members of the winning homeroom
(Mrs. Vega’s homeroom) each re-
ceived $1 to Tasty Tuesday for their
hard work.

NHS has not only enthused
students, but it has also affected its
members in a positive manner. Here
is what they have to say:

“I truly enjoy the level of com-
mitment and how people are willing
to volunteer, incorporate ideas, and
negotiate if problems arise. I also
enjoy the communication among the
group and the overall optimistic feel-
ing. We truly enjoy our NHS!” Mary
McCannon stated.

NHS holds meetings once a month
during the school year, and for those
who are planning or interested in apply-
ing, the applications will be due in January
and the Induction Ceremony will be on
March 14, 2012. A 3.3 GPA and a person
who possesses the aspects of character,
leadership, service, and scholarship are the
prospects NHS is in search of. The goal to
achieve success in the classroom and act as
a beacon for many to follow is the corner-
stone of the NHS. NHS is co-moderated by
Mr. Sferra and Mrs. Karakasis.

|

Three compete on air

By Sarah Stewart

Three Chanel students, Mary McCan-
non, John Webb, and Adam Cheatham,
represented our school in the Academic
Challenge competition on Sunday, October
23. The students answered math, history,
science, and miscellaneous subject ques-
tions while competing against two other
Northeastern Ohio schools, Kirtland and
Saints John and Paul, all while live on
News Channel Five.

Senior Mary McCannon said, “I was
very excited when the competition started.
The whole experience was totally new to
me. I had never been filmed on local televi-
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sion before.” When asked about the chal-
lenging nature of the competition, Mary
responded, “It was a matter of whether you
knew the material or not. I made a save
once on a science question and it felt really
good!”

The team placed third in the competi-
tion and gained a unique educational expe-
rience. Academic Challenge is moderated
by Mr. Lemasters. The show will air on
New Year’s Eve.

Right: Mary McCannon, John Webb, and Adam
Cheatham in the Channel 5 studio. Photo cour-
tesy of Channel 5.
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R.A.C.E hosts
Dialogue Day for Holy
Spirit students

by Lauren Carr

The most recent R.A.C.E Dialogue
Day was November 17, 2011. The Dia-
logue Day was for the third and fourth
graders of Holy Spirit Academy. The
lesson of this day was on respect to others
and to oneself. The children played games
and had separate time to talk with the
members of R.A.C.E. The day provided a
learning experience to not just the students
from Holy Spirit, but also the members of
R.A.CE.

Up until recently, Dialogue Days
traditionally were only open to Chanel
students. The participants met on the third
floor and had group discussions a few
times a year. Now, Dialogue Days are
hosted to both Chanel students as well as
the students in grades 1-8 of Holy Spirit
Academy. R.A.C.E was created when the
diversity at Chanel started to increase, and
Roger Abood (Former Principal) felt that
Chanel should have a multicultural group
to deal with the changes. R.A.C.E.then
began the Ethnic food fairs, originally only
for R.A.C.E members with guest speakers
and facilitators.

R.A.C.E plans to have more Dialogue
Days for the school in the future with
participation from surrounding communi-
ties. The next and last Dialogue Day of the
year will be December 15, 2011, for the
students in grades K-2 from Holy Spirit
Academy.

Allee Keene and Tommie Williams moderate a
group of Holy Spirit students during a R.A.C.E.
Dialogue Day. Photo by Cody Zamostny.

Peer Ministry teaches
grade school students
about bullying

By Andrew Bucur

“Year after year, Mrs. DeCesare and
her team of peer ministers always does
a great job of teaching prospective high
school students life lessons,” said Mrs.
Miroglotta. The peer ministers have also
put on dialogue days for the various class-
es of Chanel to bring them closer together.
The most recent retreat was put on for the
6th grade class of St. Barnabas. The 6th
grade teachers at St. Barnabas requested a
retreat focused on stopping bullying, and
that’s exactly what the peer ministers gave
them. “The retreat team had a lot of fun
putting on the retreat for the St. Barnabas
children. The team really connected with
the kids through their personal witnesses
about bullying,” commented Lindsay Zy-
dowicz on the success of the St. Barnabas
retreat.

Junior Bria White said, “The other
various retreats and dialogue days have
been a success too. The peer ministers
worked well in bringing the freshman class
together while also teaching other grade
schools the power of change in their lives.’
Whatever the task, the peer ministers are
always up for the job.

>
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A quiet snowfall
touches the soul

By Sophia Greathouse

As I sit inside my home sipping hot
tea, I notice small crystals forming in the
corners of the windows. The icy frost
starts to creep further up the glass, distort-
ing the postcard-worthy scene I was so
used to gazing upon. At this time, I shuffle
silently outside, as the harsh breeze sucks
the moisture out of my skin. The cold air
quickly numbs any discomfort I feel, as
I focus on the peaceful scene in front of
me. A layer of snow, just thin enough to
cushion any harsh edges of the landscape,
had blanketed the Earth. Any noises I had
heard before soften into silence. Very few
animals are outside to share this moment

Drawing by Jasmine Flynn.

with me. The small amount that are seem
to value the beauty of the scene as much
as I do. They sit and stare at the land-
scape, appreciating the artistic value like
a potential customer appraising a paint-
ing. Miniscule snowflakes fall and tickle
my nose, reminding me of how much I
used to enjoy playing in the snow when [
was younger. Even though I am tempted
to run out into the field to enjoy my old
favorite activities, I stay where I am and
look around. There is something about
the artistic integrity of such a landscape
that prevents me from wanting to create
any disturbance in the scene. Even a small
set of footprints would ruin God’s gift of
beauty that was bestowed upon me.

Deciding that wasting such a moment
would be unwise, I continue to silently
stand in the snow. With every minute of
the steady fall of snowflakes, the pic-
ture I see changes dramatically. From a
recognizable scene of my backyard to the
current, hushed representation, the only
commonality is the pure color of white,
draping over everything in sight. The
memorable view that I always knew had
been distorted by a beautiful, calming
blanket of white that redesigned the shape
of everything, from trees to the house
itself. The image throws me into a state of
whimsical imagination, where nearly any-
thing is possible. This aspect of life was
previously unknown to me. I had never
thought in the past about nature’s ability to
change nearly anything in a matter of min-
utes. I find this realization to be empower-
ing, reminding me of my own ability to
change any situation that I may be in for
the better. Seeing the calm, serene view of
my normally harsh lawn makes me realize
that anything has a potential to change
dramatically. So much can be learned
from creation, yet almost all of the lessons
taught by Mother Nature are long forgot-
ten. I decide to take this opportunity to see
what nature is trying to tell me through her
beautiful depiction of life. I find that we
cannot only change our surroundings and
situation, but also our own life and view
on it.

As my fingers begin to tingle, I walk
inside to the welcoming warmth of my
home and wrap them around a nice warm
mug of Earl Grey tea. I look out the win-
dow to see the now familiar winter scene
surrounding the house and calming my
thoughts. I will always be thankful for the
lessons I learn simply from nature.
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Wintertime stirs emotions

By Julie Koballa

Whether it is the gentle scene of light
sprinkled snow, or the view of the harsh,
cold streets covered in blistering slush,
there is an emotion that comes with the
winter months. The emotion is all in the
eyes and the attitude of the individual. It’s
time for the holidays, and this particular
season is a time to spend with family.
Winter is also a time to play, bundle and
cuddle. The frigid season is a time for re-
newal and a time for people to be thankful
for what they do have. I personally try to
take in the joy of the season and learn little
lessons from it.

When one looks out his or her win-
dow, one may be blinded by the sun’s re-
flection off the ice white snow. This may be
a bother to some, but for me it is an inner
reflection. It makes me look inside my soul
and what is going on in my life. I step back
and realize what is important in life. It isn’t
the drama at school or what color my hair
is that is important. It is talking to some-
one who is going through a rough time, or
talking to the girl who is self-conscious in
my religion class. Such a view outside the
window helps me weed out the things that
I am “reflecting” on and the things that are
“blinding” me that shouldn’t really matter.
Knowing that the mail is in the mailbox,
we don’t dare step outside because it is
so cold. Instead, we head downstairs and

sit on the hearth and feel the warmth of

the burning fire. Some of us may also be
carrying around a porcelain mug filled with
coffee or hot chocolate. As for some, this
may be a simple smile-making procedure,

but it reminds me to stay rooted. Going into

the transcendentalism outlook, this shows
me to not go outside of my norm. Staying
in the house reminds me to know where |
came from and not dare become “cold” as
a person.

As we sit down by the fireplace, our
significant other tells us to join him or her
on the couch to watch a classic Christmas
movie. Instead, one person stands up and
invites the other to dance. Before we know
it we are dancing as the tune “Let it Snow”
runs through our ears. The fire is crackling
and we have nowhere else to go but dance
in that moment. I’ve learned to live in the
moment and to enjoy little things. Believe
it or not, it truly is the little things in life
that mean the most. Take every breath God
gives you for what it is worth.

What may seem little inconveniences
during the winter months, I turn into bless-
ings and lessons. The winter months come
with emotions of peace, joy, anticipation
and love. The end of November thru the
beginning of March is when our part of
the world is covered in snow and ice. Even
though the ground is covered, that doesn’t
mean our views on life lessons should be
too.
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Drawing by Jasmine Flynn.

Celebrations vary for a

By Edward Vaughn

During the holiday season, various
traditions take place around the world.
These traditions vary even more by differ-
ent religious beliefs among people.

One of the most notable holidays is
Christmas, commemorating the birth of
Jesus Christ, the main figure of Christian-
ity.

Although Christmas is mostly rec-
ognized as December 25, most Eastern
Orthodox Catholics in countries such as
Serbia, Russia, and Ukraine, celebrate
Christmas on January 7, due to a corre-
spondence of December 25 on the Julian
calendar as January 7 on the Gregorian
calendar.

Despite the difference in date, many
of the traditions remain the same, such as
attending church or mass, acting out the
Nativity scene, and singing carols, tell-
ing the story of Jesus‘ birth. In Western
Christianity, many Christians lead up to
Christmas with the 4 week-long season
of Advent, symbolizing the coming of
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Drawing by Jasmine Flynn.

Jesus, while many
Eastern Orthodox
churches fast for
40 days before
Christmas Day,
known as the
Nativity Fast. On
Christmas Day,
many people have
dinner with family
and friends and
open gifts.

In Juda-
ism, Hanukkah
celebrates the
re-dedication of
the Holy Temple
in Jerusalem dur-
ing the Macca-
bean revolt of 2™
century BCE. The
holiday lasts for
8 days and nights
starting at sunset,
ranging from late
November to late
December (the
dates for 2011 are

December 20-De-
cember 28).

One of the
main symbols of this holiday is the Me-
norah, a nine-branch candelabra. Each
night, one candle is lit, using light from
the candle in the center, which is always lit
throughout the holiday. After lighting the
candles, a special song, called Maoz Tzur,
is sung, which focuses on divine salvation,
events of Jewish persecution, and praising
God for survival.

Particular foods are eaten as well,
such as potato pancakes, jam-filled dough-
nuts, or any other foods that have been
fried or baked in olive oil. Children also
play games with the dreidel, a four-sided
spinning top, imprinted with Hebrew let-
ters.

Eid al-Adha is an Islamic holiday that
takes place occasionally around the winter
holiday season, although it has fallen
in the spring and summer (In 2008, this
holiday fell on December 8, while in 1998
in was on April 7).

Eid al-Adha celebrates the willingness
of Abraham to sacrifice his son as an act

Drawing by Jocelyn Flynn.

of obedience towards God, before God in-
tervened and gave him a sheep to sacrifice
instead.

Celebrations for Eid al-Adha begin
after the yearly pilgrimage to the city of
Mecca in Saudi Arabia, known as the
Hajj. Muslims dress in their finest cloth-
ing to perform the Eid prayer, which is
often done in either a large open field or a
mosque.

If possible, some families sacrifice
their finest livestock that has met certain
qualifications. The meat is then given
to friends, family, and also the poor and
needy. Some families choose to donate
money to organizations that provide food
for the poor in place of sacrifice.

Whatever religion or tradition that
people practice, there is one main idea that
remains universal: The holidays are a time
to be with loved ones and family, as well
as a time to give. It’s the perfect time for
all people to come together in joy, happi-
ness, and cheer, regardless of differences,
and that’s what makes the holidays happy.
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Remember real meaning

By Keshawnah Golphin

Most people will agree that Christmas
is the most wonderful time of the year.
This year Christmas will be on a Sunday,
and with a bit of luck it just might snow
this year.

As Christmas 2011 approaches, I’'m
sure lots of people are scrambling to get
everything done so that everything will
be in order for the big day. There’s gift
buying because everybody has to receive a
gift, right?

There’s decorating because where
would the spirit of Christmas be without
a lighted house and Christmas tree sitting
in the front window for all the neighbors
to see. Lastly, there’s cooking to be done.
Christmas dinner is almost as important
as Christmas day itself. All of these things
come together to give us this special day
that comes only once a year.

But wait! Where is Jesus in all of this,
and the fact that he was born on this day.
Every year, we as Americans seem to get
farther and farther from the true mean-
ing of Christmas. Is Christmas today just
a commercial holiday for the majority of
Americans who celebrate it, or does some
value still remain with it.

Fifty years ago, Christmas was much
different than it is today. People would
actually celebrate Christmas by going
to church on Christmas day and fellow
shipping with others around them. Kids re-
ceived fewer gifts than kids today receive
and were probably very thankful for them.
Today, average American families, those
who celebrate Christmas, start Christmas
off by opening gifts. Some people open
gifts right at midnight and some wake up
right before daylight to open gifts.

Through my research, I found that
most children receive around 7 or more
Christmas gifts. After the gifts are opened,
the rest of the day is usually time spent
with relatives until Christmas dinner. Of
course, there are exceptions to this because
some families do stick to the tradition of
Christmas and remember the true mean-
ing. When one takes time out to think

about it, when you receive a gift, do you
really think about what this symbolizes?
The giving of gifts for Christmas symbol-
izes the actions of the three wise men who
gave gifts to Jesus when he was born.
That never crosses most children’s minds,
children being the ones who receive the
most. | wouldn’t doubt that some children
don’t even know the real meaning simply
because their parents haven’t taught them
and because their parents don’t value
teaching it to them.

When I asked a couple of students at
Chanel how they celebrated Christmas,
and if they thought Christmas had lost
its meaning, here’s how they responded.
Chelsea Miller said she celebrated Christ-
mas “by being with my family all day and
we cook a big dinner and open presents.”
Her family doesn’t attend church on
Christmas, and she thinks Christmas has
lost its true meaning because “everyone
always talks about what they want, but
fails to realize we are celebrating the birth
of Jesus.”

Greg Thompson said that his family
doesn’t attend church on Sunday, but they
read the Nativity story from the bible. On
Christmas day they open gifts and cook
a big breakfast and spend the day at his
grandma’s. He thinks Christmas has lost
its meaning because “nobody remembers
that gift giving started when Jesus was
born and that Christmas is a day we cel-
ebrate him, not us.”

Sam Benya says that on Christmas,
“I usually just relax with my immediate
family. We have a nice dinner. We used
to go to church.” He also said, “As for
the meaning, yes, it is gone. Originally it
was the celebration of the winter solstice;
Jesus wasn’t born in the winter. But now,
it’s all about material goods, with sales
everywhere.” He even went further to
say, “It should be called present day. For
goodness sakes, people are forced to say
‘happy holidays’ as to not offend anyone.
Now Christmas means: everyone eats
good food and gets stuff. It’s nice, but it’s
not the true meaning.”

My family celebrates Christmas

by first opening presents then spending
time with my extended family for Christ-
mas dinner. We never go to church on
Christmas, but since it is on a Sunday this
year we will. I was hoping that someone
thought that people still valued the real
meaning of Christmas, but I couldn’t seem
to get that answer.

I would say that Christmas is the most
commercialized holiday. Santa seems to
play a huge role in the fact that people
associate gifts with Christmas. Kids think
about Santa Clause when Christmas comes
to mind. Whoever thought that the savior
of the world, Jesus Christ, on his own
birthday, would be replaced by a jolly fat
man who slides down people’s chimneys.

Also, there is the fact that the word
‘Christ’ in Christmas is being replaced
with the letter X. There are some people
who think that the X is for non-Christians
who celebrate Christmas, so they cross
out Christ, but there are also people who
say the X stands for Christ because about
a thousand years ago X was a Greek letter
used to abbreviate words for Christ.

Also, rather than saying Merry
Christmas, people now opt to say happy
holidays. If people recognized that their
faith was linked to saying Merry Christ-
mas, then why would they opt not to say it
since this is America and we practice free
religion?

Other people in different religions
who practice holidays such as Hanukkah
or Kwanza seem to still remember the true
meaning. They still get gifts, but when it
all boils down to it, every year they re-
mind themselves of what it is that is being
celebrated. And the “it” is Christ.

We have to remember that we are
celebrating the birth of Christ, and the
receiving of gifts is supposed to help us
remember that. I say that from this point
on Christmas can be saved, the true mean-
ing that is.

This Christmas, when you’re opening
that present you were dying to get, try to
remember that the greatest gift that all of
humanity received was Christ because he
saved us all.

CTC Lights up the stage

By John Webb

Chanel Theatre Company once again
shone with its fall comedy ‘Lie, Cheat, and
Genuflect. ' The comedy was performed
on Friday, November 11, and Saturday,
November 12, at 7:30 pm in the school
auditorium.

The play tells the story of Tom and
Billy Buckle (played by John Webb and
Riko Lekan), two brothers who lose all of
their life savings gambling, and then are
being chased by a loan shark to pay the
money off. Tom devises a plan to pay the
mobster off: simply dress Billy up as their
cousin, a nun, to claim inheritance money
from their wealthy grandfather’s will.

But when the loan shark Pizza Face
Petrillo (Sam Cook) and his secretary Miss
Mackintosh (Gina DeCesare) arrive at the
Buckle mansion, Tom and Billy have to
rethink their plan quickly before they get
killed. The play also featured a drunk, man-
hungry maid (Kateri Piggford), a beautiful
Avon lady (Serena Lekan), a young lawyer
(Dan Cook), and an attractive nurse with a
secret (Alli Ford).

“I was pretty nervous at first about the
show,” Kateri Piggford said. “This was my
first speaking part ever, but with the sup-
port of the wonderful cast and crew, I was
able to conquer my fears.”

Returning to the drama department is
Mr. Greg Ward, the new director of Chanel
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Kateria Piggford, Alli Ford, John Webb, and Rico Lekan perform in the fall play. Photo by Cody

Zamostny.

Theatre Company. Mr. Ward is a Chanel
alumnus who participated in theatre while
at Chanel and previously served as direc-
tor of the Chanel Theatre Company from
1991 to 1995. “Being back at Chanel is

great,” Mr. Ward said. “The talent pool at
Chanel is as strong as it has ever been, and
the students and parents have all made me
feel right at home again.”

Drawing by Marvis Hood.

Families hold various
Christmas traditions
By Lindsay Zydowicz

It’s Christmas time once again, and
that means it’s time for good food, lots of
presents, lots of giving, a big green tree,
Jesus’ birthday, and family traditions.

All of us have some sort of tradi-
tion, whether it is just being with family
or dancing around the tree in your PJ’s.
Some Christmas traditions are more un-
heard of or unique than others. I know in
my family, we have the unique tradition of
putting out a pink tree, instead of the usual
green tree. Why, you may ask? No special
reason. It’s just a tradition in a house of all
girls to have a girly tree. Several students
around Chanel shared their unique Christ-
mas traditions.

Senior Tori Love has an interesting
Christmas tradition. Not only is Christmas
Jesus’ birthday, but it’s also Tori’s birth-
day. Tori says, “For Christmas we put out
two trees. One is for me and my gifts, and
the other tree is for the rest of the family.”

A Christmas tradition that junior Em-
ily Ramirez’s family has is to leave out the
tree for the Three Kings on January 6. She
says, “I know everyone says it’s bad luck
to leave your Christmas tree up past New
Year’s, but we leave it out to celebrate
the coming of the Three Kings.” She also
added, “Another interesting thing we do is
let the adults open their presents first. This
makes opening presents for the kids more
exciting.”

Junior Victoria Rogers has a yummy
tradition. She said, “Every year we put up
candy canes on the tree, and the day after
Christmas we eat them!”

Sophomore Marvin Malone said,
“Our tradition is we put up the Christmas
tree right after Thanksgiving Day and
take it down exactly one day before New
Year’s.”

Another sophomore, Gabby Mor-
gan, explains her tradition. She said. “We
always open our Christmas presents one
hour before Christmas day.”

Many students, when asked about
family traditions, replied with the same
thing: “nothing unique, just a normal
Christmas with family.” That seems to be
the best Christmas tradition of them all,
being with family. It doesn’t matter what
you’re doing with your family, as long as
you’re with them.

The best part of Christmas, besides
two weeks off from school, is our fami-
lies. Amid the presents and the parties,
the feasting and the shopping, save time
for the just visiting with family. Happy
Holidays, Chanel!
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Movie news to use
By Victoria Rogers

‘Paranormal Activity 3’ was the most
chilling headlining movie for October.
Since the movie was rated R, on the release
date October 21, 2011, many teenagers
flocked to the movie theaters, dragging
their unenthusiastic parents along. Accord-
ing to some of the Chanel students who
were able to go see the movie, ‘Paranormal
Activity 3’ definitely lived up to its fright-
ening expectations.

According to sophomore Lindsay Zydo-
wicz, “‘Paranormal Activity 3 was really
weird and very scary. Although it was
pretty messed up, it was the best one out
of all three Paranormal Activity movies. I
give it 3 out of 5.”

‘Tower Heist,” about a group of hard-
working average Joes trying to rob their
rich boss who scams them, was a movie
many people were dying to see when it
was released on November 4, 2011. The
comedy opened to rave reviews, leaving
the audience in gut-wrenching laughter.
According to some of the students here
at Chanel, ‘Tower Heist’ definitely lived
up to its expectations. Sophomore Steven
Peterson recommends the movie: “It was
an entertaining movie; you would laugh all
the way through it.”

A movie that many people are excited
to see is definitely ‘Twilight Saga: Break-
ing Dawn Part One.” We have many
devoted “Twihard” Fans here at Chanel
looking forward to the bloodsucking ro-
mantic drama between Edward and Bella.
The movie was released on November
18, 2011. Johniece Thornton says, “I am
definitely interested in seeing the movie.”
Melissa Sakal excitedly screams, “T am
so excited to see it! I am hoping that the
movie portrays the book perfectly because
the last one is my favorite book!”

Tingle the taste buds

By Erin Gittinger

Every family has a different Christmas
tradition. Some families decide to bake gin-
gerbread men, Christmas breads, cookies,
or other delicious bakery. A popular dessert
around the holiday season is the Christmas
Mint Ice Cream Pie. Come on, jump on in,
and get sticky with the recipe.

Christmas Mint Ice cream Pie
Ingredients

*1/3 cup melted butter

* 1 cup sugar

* 1-1/2 cups finely crushed chocolate wafer
cookies (about 25 cookies)

* 1 quart chocolate chip ice cream

* 1 cup coarsely crushed peppermint sticks
or candy canes (about 5 ounces)

* T cup chopped layered chocolate mint
candies (about 28 pieces)

Directions

In a medium bowl combine melted but-
ter and sugar. Stir in crushed chocolate wa-
fers; toss to mix well. Press mixture evenly
on the bottom and 1 inch up the sides of
an 8-inch spring form pan. Or press evenly
onto bottom and sides of a 9-inch pie plate.
Chill for 1 hour.

In a large chilled bowl, soften ice cream
by using a wooden spoon to stir and press
ice cream against the side of the bowl. Stir
until soft but not melted. Stir in 1/2 cup of
the peppermint sticks and 1/2 cup of the
chocolate mint candies. Quickly spoon
softened ice cream into the pan or pie plate.
Cover and freeze for 1 hour or more.

Sprinkle top with remaining peppermint
sticks and mint candies. Cover and freeze
for several hours or overnight until firm.

To serve, remove dessert from freezer. Let
stand 10 to 15 minutes before serving. It
makes 10 servings.

Enjoy this delicious dessert with friends and
family!
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Best holiday gifts to buy

By Keshawnah Golphin

With Christmas fast approaching,
you’re probably wondering what to put
on your wish list. Do you want that really
expensive laptop that you’ve been look-
ing at for six months now? Or maybe a
new camera seems appealing. Maybe you
want a new phone or a comfy plush chair
for your room, or the hottest new game
system, or maybe even a car!

But with so many choices, where do
you even begin? With the new generation,
electronics are always in high demand.

Let’s look at some of the most popu-

lar Christmas gifts for Christmas 2011:

iPad 2: If you don’t already have one,
an iPad starts off at around $499. It’s light-
weight and has a 10 hour battery life. The
features include 2 cameras, one front and
one back camera, an LED backlight dis-
play for amazing graphics, a multi-touch
screen, Wi-Fi and 3G compatibility, a gyro,
accelerometer, and compass (for move-
ment), and iCloud for storing everything
on all your devices.

iPhone 4s: Even though Apple disap-
pointed loyal Apple customers by not
coming out with an iPhone 5, the 4 is still
going to be one of the top gifts to give for

Christmas this year. The upgrades include
a dual-core A5 chip for faster process-

ing, Siri, which is a built in assistant, an 8
megapixel camera with face detection, and
improved HD recording. The starting price
is $199 for 16 GB.

For all of those photography lovers,
the Polaroid Pogo Instant Digital Camera
is the first all-in-one digital camera. With
this camera you can share your photos
instantly by printing them directly from the
camera. It is a 5 megapixel camera with a 3
inch LCD screen, 4x zoom, SD compatibil-
ity for expanded memory, and a recharge-
able battery.

Dell Inspiron 17R laptop: This handy
laptop can, of course, be used for writing
papers on the go and completing any work
that needs to be done, but it’s great for surf-
ing the web on the go with Wi-Fi present.
This laptop has up to 4 !4 hours of battery
life, a 17” screen, and it just so happens to
be customizable.

The Kinect for Xbox 360: This game
system was somewhat overlooked last
Christmas due to the popularization of the
Nintendo Wii, but since almost everyone
now owns a Wii, this Christmas the Kinect
is in high demand. This is an add-on
which connects to the Xbox, hence the

name Kinect. It allows you to play games
completely o,
hands free un-
like the Wii. It
also uses voice
recognition to
respond to your
commands.
The Kindle
Fire: This small
tablet, unlike
the iPad 2, 0
won’t break W\
your pocket. It \
goes for $199, A
runs on the an-
droid network, Drawing by Jasmine Flynn
and weighs less
than a pound.
This 7” touchscreen tablet comes with ac-
cess to the Amazon Appstore also.
iPhone/iPod cases: If you plan on get-
ting that new iPod or iPhone for Christmas,
or even if you already own one, it’s almost
a law that it has to be covered with a case.
There are so many different types of cases,
and they can be found relatively cheap.
Cases can be found at almost any store
such as Wal-Mart, or they can even be cus-
tomized online at sites such as zazzle.com.

Stories told and retold

By Ally Kirsh

It’s that time of year, and once again
all the old-time stories and traditions are
told and practiced. Frosty the Snowman,
Santa Claus, The Night Before Christmas,
and other familiar tales and traditions have
become a routine for society. After hearing
these holiday stories numerous times and
seeing familiar sights, one does begin to
feel curious as to where they came from.
Some of them are too old to even trace, but
others can be explained if you look a little
deeper.

“Frosty the Snowman” began as a
song in 1950. Written by Walter “Jack”
Rollins, it became a well-known Christmas
song and is still sung today. Later in 1950,
there was a children’s book written about
Frosty, followed by the making of a short
film. In 1969, Frosty made his first televi-
sion appearance with an animated Christ-
mas special. These thirty-minute cartoons
are still played during the holiday season.

“’Twas the night before Christmas,
and all through the house” has a way of
echoing in the minds of people due to
the frequent use of the poem in movies,
songs, and stories throughout the years.

It was written in 1822 by Clement Moore

and was originally called “A Visit from St.
Nicholas.” Moore actually had no intention
of publishing it, having initially written it
for his children to enjoy on Christmas Eve.
He allowed his friend to borrow it for her
own children, and she got it published the
following year.

Every Christmas Eve, children put out
stockings to receive gifts the next morn-
ing. Doing so dates all the way back to St.
Nicholas. When he was passing through a
town, he noticed that a family was having
a difficult time with money. He knew the
father of the family wouldn’t accept any
money from him as charity, so St. Nicholas
crept down his chimney at night and left
gold coins in each of his daughters’ stock-
ings that were hung by the fireplace to dry.
This is how the legend of Santa Claus was
born.

We know about why children get good
presents in stockings, but what about coal?
It is a Sicilian tradition coming from a
legend about a woman called La Befana.
Two people came to La Befana’s door on
the night the Christ Child was born and
each asked her to join them on their journey
to see baby Jesus. She refused both of
them, but she later felt guilty. She gathered
toys from around her house and set out to

Ho ho ho and no

By Erica Jackson

Many new fashions arrive during the
Christmas season: Christmas sweaters,
snow boots, hats, gloves, scarves, etc. Most
fashions are reasonable, while others make
people’s holiday spirits drop.

Bad holiday sweaters can drop one’s
holiday spirit. When people see their fam-
ily members in sweaters that look like they
should be in a box in the attic, it makes
having good holiday conversation hard.

Seeing these sweaters makes people
sweat because they are not very tasteful.
Seeing too many characters on one sweater
takes it from warm fashion to holiday
heartbreak.

While earrings are worn to accelerate
one’s outfit, sometimes Christmas earrings
can set an outfit back. Too many details
on two ears sometimes look distasteful.
Christmas trees, candy canes, snowflakes,
and snowmen were not made to be en-
larged and plastered on women’s ears.

If one decides to wear holiday acces-
sories, make sure they are a reasonable
size and match the outfit worn. Nothing is
worse than an outfit that is an egg-not!

Other bad Christmas fashions are the
infamous vests. These vests can look bad
by simply wearing the wrong color shirt
underneath. If some colors in it are green,
red, and white, orange is not the best color
to wear underneath it. For these reasons,
Christmas vests are not the ideal fashion to
wear at Christmas dinners.

Most people have relatives who don’t
necessarily have the greatest fashion sense.
These members are the ones found wearing
the not-so-tasteful Christmas sweaters,
over dramatic Christmas earrings, and the
infamous Christmas vests.

These items are not bad simply by
their nature, but bad when they are taken
to extreme measures. If people wear such
fashions with caution and moderation,
they will surely have a Merry Fashionable
Christmas!

find the stable. After much searching, she
couldn’t find the place of the child’s birth,
so she began leaving toys with children
who were well-behaved to lighten her load.
She began to drop her coal off at the homes
of children who did not behave.

Finally, one of the more recent tradi-
tions involves why “X-mas” is used on
storefronts as an abbreviation. As a way
of shortening the word “Christmas,” you
can find “X-mas” anywhere. Its meaning
is purely commercial. When stores made
their signs for Christmas, it was difficult to
find enough letters to write out the entire
word. Instead of spelling out “Christmas”
numerous times, they took the first six let-
ters and replaced them with one letter, X.
They used X because it was the least used
out of all the letters. The term “X-mas”
stuck, and now it is used to shorten the
holiday’s name in many ways, from stores’
signs to speaking in normal conversation.

These stories and traditions are so rou-
tine for people now that it’s easy to forget
that they all had to come from somewhere.
It is important to remember that those that
came before us made Christmas what it is
today, with all its legends, traditions, and
overall holiday spirit with which we are
blessed during this Christmas season.
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Team aims to succeed

By Andrew Pickard

St. Peter Chanel Boys basketball is
back this year after ending last season on
a bitter note. Under the direction of Coach
Hugh McMahon, the Firebirds will look to
bounce back and have a very productive
year. Returning four of their starters, the
Birds enter the season as an underdog in
Division 3 basketball.

After the departure of Bernie Tarr,
Coach Hugh McMahon steps in as the new
Chanel High School Head Boys’ Basket-
ball Coach. He’s said he has one goal in
mind, and that is to win a state champi-
onship. Well who better to set a goal as
high as that than a former state champion
himself? Hugh McMahon was a part of the
1997 and 1998 state championship team at
Benedictine High School as a coach. He is
more than prepared to lead this 2011-2012
St. Peter Chanel basketball team to the
Promised Land.

Led by Seniors Damon Jones, Kyree
Brewer, and Tommie Williams, the Fire-
birds feel they have unfinished business be-

eniors call the s

By Billy Kosileski

This season, the St. Peter Chanel boy’s
basketball team has five seniors. These
seniors are De’Angelo Fluellen, Andrew
Pickard, Damon Jones, Kyree Brewer,
and Tommie Williams. All of these senior
players have unique qualities and skills that
make them great basketball players and
leaders on and off the court.

After finishing last season with a
record of 16-4, the boys look forward to
having another successful season. Senior
Kyree Brewer says, “So far the team is
very promising. We all know what we
need to do for the season to go well, and
the main goal for the team this year is a
championship. I believe that we will have
a great season.” Kyree has been playing
basketball for Chanel all four years and has
started varsity as Center for three of those
years. He is an excellent player and has
very high hopes for him and his teammates
this season.

De’Angelo Fluellen is a Power For-
ward and is currently playing in his second
year with the Chanel basketball team. He
is a player who always works hard on and
off the court to be the best he can be. “One
of the main goals for the team this year is
to become stronger as a team. My team-
mates and [ work our hardest each and
every practice to be the best that we can be
so that we can reach this goal and set new
goals to achieve,” said De’ Angelo.

Senior Damon Jones is in his fourth
year of basketball with St. Peter Chanel.
Last season, Damon led the team in scoring

Gooden

By Lauren Carr

The new coach for the girls’ basket-
ball team here at Chanel is Head Coach
Amber Gooden. She is not only the
basketball coach but also Chanel alumni.
Amber Gooden played for St. Peter
Chanel’s 2001 Division IV final four girls
basketball team.

Gooden, who is a case manager/child
therapist, was formerly the assistant coach
at Shaker Heights High School, Hathaway
Brown, and Cleveland Central Catholic.

Coach Gooden has worked the girls’
basketball team very hard. She showed
them what real dedication means and that
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cause they went to states as sophomores.
They know with the talent the team has
that they can make it back to states this
year. This year the Firebirds are Division
II1, which will be another challenge the
program will look to overcome.

This season’s schedule packs some
major excitement. They open the season
against the highly praised Garfield Heights
Bulldogs, which should be sure to sell out.
They are going down to Barberton this
year to play a team they faced 3 years ago
in the regional final, Malvern High School.
Midway through the season they have a
huge game at Cleveland State University
against John F Kennedy High School.
After the epic battles these two teams have
had the last couple of seasons, there is a
rivalry that is starting to brew between
them. The Firebirds end the season against
the old time rivalry Trinity High School
at Trinity which should wrap up a pretty
difficult schedule.

The Chanel Firebirds are a very deter-
mined team with one goal in mind. With
the leadership of Coach Hugh McMahon

averaging 12.8 points per game. This year,
Damon looks forward to having another
successful year not only for himself, but
also for the team. “This is my last year
playing for Chanel, and I plan on making
it a good one. I plan on playing my hardest
each game and challenging myself as well
as my teammates. Our team this year has a
lot of potential, and I’'m sure we are going
to have a great season,” said Damon.

Andrew Pickard is a Guard who is
playing in his fourth year of basketball
as a Chanel Firebird. Andrew likes to
describe himself as a “team-player.” He is
the kind of player who does everything for
the team so that they can be the best they
can be. “There is no I in the word team;
we all have to work together and become
better as a team,” said Andrew.

The final senior on the team is
Tommie Williams. “I have been playing
basketball for Chanel for four years and
my position is a point guard,” said Tom-
mie. Tommie is one of the main leaders
of the team this year. “Being a captain of
the team is a big responsibility. You really
have to watch how you act in certain situ-
ations or how you react to certain things
because you are always being watched.
You are looked at for help and also to be a
positive influence on the lower classmen
looking up to you. You can help mold the
whole program not only for this season,
but for the future too. It puts you in a posi-
tion to show what it really means to wear
that Chanel Jersey on game day,” said
Tommie.

Each senior basketball player is a

returns h

you have to be tough to make the team.

Some girls couldn’t take it, but other
girls stayed strong. The goal of the basket-
ball team is to work hard and to win.

Coach Gooden, along with other
coaches, are working the girls to their full
potential and their greatest effort. The mind
set that Coach Gooden has put in the girls’
minds is: “You can’t hope for success; you
have to train for it,” and the girls are train-
ing indeed.

Coach Gooden succeeds Mr. McMahon

who is currently the boys basketball coach.
Mr. McMabhon said, “Coach Gooden is

the all-time leading scorer in Chanel girls’
basketball history.”

and the coaching staff, they will surely be
put in a perfect position to succeed.

Coach McMahon. Photo by Cody Zamostny.

hots

Tommie Williams on the court. Photo by Mr.
Muslovski.

leader in his own way. Their hard work and
dedication to the game of basketball shows
what the sport is all about. “Playing Chanel
basketball has taught me so much, and it is
an experience that I will never forget,” said
Andrew Pickard. “If we all play our roles
on the team and stick together as a fam-

ily, then we will have a great season,” said
Kyree Brewer.

The boys are off to a great start with
their win over #1 ranked Garfield Heights
on December 6, backed by a huge show-
ing of student support. They came up from
behind with a final score of 59-56.

ome

Mr. Maslona, Athletic Director, said,
“We’re thrilled to have Amber back in the
Chanel community. Her commitment to
Chanel and the players is something we’re
all very excited about. We look forward
to a very exciting season and promising
future.”

Senior Chelsi Collins also looks for-
ward to a successful season with Gooden.
She said,”Gooden brings us together as a
team and she really believes in us. We’re
learning to play the game better than in the
past. It’s nice to have a coach who’s been in
our shoes, as she played for Chanel in high
school.”

Marvin Malone is the
voice of the squad

By Mya Erickson

This year, the cheerleading team
welcomed a new member to their squad for
both football and basketball seasons. This
new member, Marvin Malone, was initially
intended to be the mascot. After attending
cheer camp this past summer, Marvin de-
cided that he enjoyed being more of a spirit
leader/cheerleader than being in the mascot
costume.

Why did you decide to try out for the team?

“I decided to try out because I felt that the
school was dead and needed to have more
spirit and become more pepped up.”

Have you ever cheered before this year?

“No, but I used to do stunts with my
cousin.”

What talents do you bring to the team?

“I have a lot of spirit, I help keep everyone
motivated, and I pump them up when the
team is discouraged. Because of my prac-
tice with stunts before being on the team,
learning new ones and helping my team-
mates with them is very easy for me.”

How do you like cheering with the girls on
the team? And being the only male, do you
get along with all of the girls?

“It’s better than running up and down the
court with a bunch of tired guys. I have no
problem with any of the girls on the squad.
They all have something to bring to the
team and are really fun to work with.”

What is it like to be the only male on the
team?

“At first it was very difficult, especially
being a straight male cheerleader. Even
though we have problems, just like any
other family/team, everyone has welcomed
me with open arms and open minds.”

Do you think you’ll continue cheering
throughout the rest of high school and in
college?

“I will definitely continue to cheer through-
out the rest of my high school years. I wish
to continue to try to become the best that I
can, so that I can cheer in college because
Ohio State University has a great program
for male cheerleaders.”

The female cheerleaders enjoy having
Marvin as a part of their squad. He always
keeps them motivated and is always ready
to get them more pumped up. Marvin is
a great asset and is very helpful in stunt-
ing and being a voice of the team. He also
states that it would be more helpful and
more of an experience for them if more
males joined the team. He enjoys being a
new part of the team and hopes that this
season will be fun and that more males will
join the team next year.

)

Marvin Malone. Photo by Cody Zamostny.
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Wrestling team led by
a master

By Matt Sarosy

After an incredible finish to the 2010-
2011 wrestling season, capping off the Divi-
sion III state championship, this wrestling
team now knows how to win champion-
ships. The person who knows how to win it
all is Coach Graham Coghill, who is known
as a legend around St. Peter Chanel. He has
just recently been named Ohio Coach of the
Year, and he deserves every bit of it.

After losing seven seniors to gradu-
ation and two wrestlers who transferred,
the biggest challenge now is whether they
can prove that they are still an elite squad.
Senior Dan Barrett, ranked 7th in his pro-
spective weight class, says, “The difference
between successful people and others is not
a lack of strength, not a lack of knowledge,
but rather a lack in will.” Dan believes that
this team can accomplish many goals by
having the will to want to win.

Another senior, Kennedy Smith, has
high expectations for this upcoming season.
He’s ranked number one in his weight class
after taking second in last year’s state tour-
nament. The rest of the seniors on the squad
are Graham Coghlan, Andrew Villegas, and
Sam Hulick. When asked what his expecta-
tions are for this upcoming season, Graham
answered, “I want to go out to every tourna-
ment and place. I want to upset people that
I’m supposed to lose to and prove that I’'m
capable of doing many things. My ultimate
goal is to make it down to states and end up
on the podium at the end of it.”

Junior stat girl, Julie Koballa, will
continue her work for yet another year. She
will keep these guys in line and let them
know when they are up. In these wrestlers’
opinions, they said that Julie is the best stat
girl that they could ask for and they appreci-
ate her hard work of carrying their head-
gears and keeping stats. The journey begins
on December 2 where they will attend the
Solon Comet Classic to try to repeat their
championship there. The team has high
expectations, and as always, they will make
Chanel proud.

Senior girls talk
basketball

By Mya Erickson

This year, the girls’ basketball team
received a whole new awakening. With new
players, new coaches, and only two seniors,
the team is in for a whole new season.
Seniors Christina Lackey and Chelsi Collins
share some thoughts about this basketball
season.

How do you think this season will go?
Christina:  “As long as we, as a team,
work hard and play with heart and pride, we

will have a great season.”

Chelsi: “We have another new coach and
we have a very young team. It is going to
be difficult, but if we keep working hard, it
will pay off.”

Being a senior, is this year any different
from those in the past?

Christina:  “Yes, this is the hardest I
have worked in my four years at Chanel.
Being a leader means that we (Chelsi and I)
have to know what’s going on all the time.”

Chelsi: “This year is very different. I’'m
a leader and the underclassmen look up to
me. It’s a lot of pressure.”

How is the new coach?

Christina:  “She is great! She is a 2001
graduate who took the girls’ team to the
state final four. It is an honor to have her
care enough to come back and coach our
generation. We also have two other coaches
who assist and who were also on the team
with her. They are all great coaches.”

Chelsi: “The new coaches are girls, so
that is something extremely new, but they
really believe in us and work us hard, so I
like them. Plus, they all are alumni from the
2001 State Championship in girls’ basket-
ball.”
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NBA fans getting

By Andrew Pickard

With the passing of November, there
has still not been one NBA basketball game
played. Basketball fans all across the world
have become disgruntled with the fact that
there might not be an NBA season in 2011-
2012. With the players and owners swaying
back forth almost every week on whether
or not they are going to get a deal done
the right way, fans and players are getting
restless, almost to the point where they
don’t care what kind of deal happens. The
players simply just want to play basketball
and the fans want to watch it.

For those who don’t know, the NBA
lockout deals with issues like dividing the
owners’ and the players’ revenue sharing
and the structure of the salary cap. During
the Lockout, teams can’t trade, sign, or
contact players; and players can’t access
NBA team facilities, trainers, or staffs.

A lot of basketball fans are having
trouble adjusting to not watching the NBA
on TV around this time of year. “It seems
like there’s a huge void when I turn on
the TV now,” said Kyree Brewer of the
Chanel basketball team. It seems as if a lot
of the fans are finding ways to substitute
the NBA basketball season with something
else. Kyree said, “Yeah, now that the NBA
season looks like it’s not going to happen,
I’ve got to get accustomed to watching col-
lege basketball all year, which to me is a lot
more fun to watch. It’s way more competi-
tive.”

It seems as if fans are actually more
into college basketball any way. With the
playoff system, March Madness, and the
lack of greedy owners, a lot of people say
that they’d prefer college basketball any
day. They just enjoy the luxury of having
more basketball to watch, hence the NBA.

Which leads to the next topic, College
Basketball 2011-2012. College basketball
has become the center of the basketball
world with the lockout currently in place.
And so far, the teams haven’t disappointed.
Many exciting games with top notch com-
petition have kept the finest basketball fan
completely satisfied the first couple weeks
of November.

North Carolina is the preseason AP
poll number one team. Kentucky, Ohio
State, Connecticut, and Syracuse follow
2-5. If you’re a basketball history junkie,
these are your typical 1-5 rankings. These
are some of the finest programs, headed by

some of the best coaches in college basket-
ball history.

North Carolina is returning some key
starters this year and have, arguably, the
best player in college basketball in Har-
rison Barnes. They have a pretty good back
court headed by Kendall Marshall who’s
averaging over 10 assists per game so far
this year. Their front court has definite
depth. They are large all across the board,
and have a tremendous rebounder and
scorer in John Henson. They are the most
experienced team this year, and definitely
deserve the number 1 ranking.

Kentucky is by far the youngest team
in college basketball. They are starting
three freshmen and two sophomores this
year. This could be very good or very bad,
simply because a lack of veteran players
means a lack of maturity on and off the
court. Without a lot of veteran players that
actually contribute, it’s going to be up to a
few of the younger players to assume the
role of leadership. And with Calipari teams
in the past, that’s been the biggest problem,
lack of maturity in late game situations.

Other than that, the team is pretty
solid. They brought in the number one
recruiting class with players like Michael
Gilchrist, Anthony Davis, and Marquis
Teague. They definitely have the talent to
be ranked number 2. Over the course of the
year, it will be their maturity that deter-
mines if they’ll stay there.

Ohio State is coming into this year
returning three starters and adding height
to their roster. They lost 2 key players last
year in Diebler and Lighty, but they still
have their centerpiece Jared Sullinger. Sull-
inger will have a huge weight on his shoul-
ders this year, as he will be called to lead
the buckeyes throughout the whole season.
Buford, and sophomore Deshaun Thomas,
are the only other scoring threats besides
Sullinger, and without Diebler there to
draw attention away from Jared, it’s going
to be a little more difficult for him to score
as easily. Ohio State is a well coached team
and will have no problem maintaining their
spot at three, if not rising above it. Their
biggest challenge will be the competition in
the Big 10.

Connecticut is returning all of their
starters except 1, probably the most
important, Kemba Walker. But the Hus-
kies are entering this season with a very
talented squad. They have outstanding
guard Jeremy Lamb, who is on the Nai-

restless

smith Preseason All-American players to
watch list that will lead them this year.
They also inked the number 1 recruit out of
high school, Andre Drummond. They have
one of the most dominant backcourts with
Lamb, Shabazz Napier, and freshman Ryan
Boatrigfht. Their biggest obstacle will be
leadership. Without their prominent guard
that led them to the championship last year,
Kemba Walker, who is going to step up and
lead this very talented to team right back to
the Championship? That is a question that
will be answered only in time. But if they
get their leadership issues solved, they are
a favorite to return to the National Champi-
onship once again this year.

Syracuse returns a lot of key play-
ers from last year, and is definitely, in
my opinion, one of the more experienced
teams in college basketball. They have
the line-up of a typical NBA team. No
player that starts is under 6-2. They have a
tremendous backcourt with Scoop Jardine
and Brandon Triche, two polished guards,
to lead them. They are going to be a force
to be reckoned with because of their size.
They have some of the tallest and most
athletic players in the Big East in college
period.

The only problem with Syracuse this
year is, who is going to be the go-to guy.
With so many different players on their
team, they are going to have to find that
one guy they can depend on to lead them
in late game situations. Besides that, they
should have no problems competing for a
National Championship this year.

Other teams to watch for this year are
Duke and Missouri. Duke has an amazing
backcourt and a highly talented freshman,
Austin Rivers. They also have a trio of
brothers in their front court which allows
them to be very versatile. Missouri is my
favorite to be the Cinderella team this year.
They have some of the quickest guards in
college basketball and they are just a joy to
watch. They are an unselfish team with a
great coach. Be on the lookout for the Mis-
souri Tigers this year.

Without the NBA season in full
throttle this year, it will be interesting to
see how much college basketball will be
affected. There will be a lot more eyes on
these players. But it will definitely be a joy
as usual. There are hopes that a deal will
get done between the players and owners,
but in the meantime, college basketball
will do just fine.

Seniors tackle wrestling

By Julie Koballa

The leadership on the wrestling team
this year is off the charts. Returning senior
graplers are Graham Coghlan, Dan Barrett,
Kennedy Smith, and Andrew Villegas.

Another senior wrestler who couldn’t
compete last year is Sam Hulick, who
is ready to get out on the mat more than
anyone. Sam Hulick said, “I’m eager to get
out on the mat. It has been a year since I’ve

wrestled for a team, and I am ready to make

a name for myself, especially as a senior.”

With years and years of experience,
these boys have huge shoes to fill. With an
outstanding performance last year with a
Division III state title, these now seniors
are on top, and they know what it takes to
be the best. Graham Coghlan said, “I have
been waiting to lead the high school team
as a senior since I was in the youth pro-
gram.”

With only one previous state qualifier
in Kennedy Smith, who took second in
the state last year, these boys are ready to
make a name for themselves individually.
Kennedy, who has been wrestling since

Graham Coghlan. Photo by Mr. Muslovski.

junior high, is coming out this season with
one thing on his mind--to get that state title
he lost last year due to injury. He won’t
stop pushing himself and the other boys
until that gold medal in the shape of Ohio is
around his neck. The boys’ attitude is great

this year, and they are up for the challenge.
With open holes in the lineup, they are
comfortable with their weights. Expect
nothing but greatness out of these leaders
this year.
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