
Shaping 
the Vision

St. Peter

EXCELSA

CHANEL
Spring 2012



2 Excelsa

Greetings
A  M e s s a g e  f r o m  t h e  P r e s i d e n t

Seek What is above

Dear Friends,

Recently I had the privilege of attending the Joe Lynch Roast event.  It was awesome!  Over 150 alums 
and friends gathered in a spirit of brotherhood and camaraderie to celebrate the goodness of the Lynch 
family and the legend that Joe is.  The speakers paid tribute to the Coach in a most entertaining way.  
But more importantly they articulated the very essence of Chanel’s motto: to seek what is above.  They 
worked for a very worthy cause providing scholarships for deserving Chanel students.  Each speaker 
also concluded with a testimonial to Joe in gratitude for helping them to become the men they are today.

For 55 years the entire Chanel community has been steeped in this vision.  Through the years, the fruits of 
living by this truth of happiness have been amazing.  The Joe Lynch Roast was but one stellar example.

St. Bonaventure in his writings says: “Since happiness is nothing other than the enjoyment of the highest 
good and since the highest good is above, we cannot be made happy unless we rise above ourselves, 
not by an ascent of the body, but of the heart.” This is just another way of looking at our school motto:  
seek what is above. So if you were to ask us – are we happy? – Yes we are because we never lose sight 
of our goal to pursue the highest good.

Right now we are engaged in a visioning process for St. Peter Chanel High School.  We have the vision 
but it needs to be shaped so that it meets the needs of our present 21st century students.  We need your 
insight and wisdom to shape the best vision possible.  You alums and friends who are daily seeking what 
is above can be the shapers of the vision. 

Call us at school – or better yet – come to visit and chat.  Connect with old friends.  Trust me.  You will 
be happy.  I have seen the joy, the laughter, the good times at all of our school and reunion celebrations.  
What a way to seek what is above – by passing that blazing Firebird torch to a new generation of Chanel 
students shaped by you!

God bless,

Sister Maria 
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Chanel Scholars Compete  
on Academic Challenge

S chool      N e w s  F r om   t h e  hall    w a y s  &  B e y o n d

HALL PASS

Every year there are top students who work 
hard to become the class Valedictorian and 
Salutatorian. The class of 2012 is proud to 
announce this year’s Valedictorian, Mary 
McCannon, and Salutatorian, Sarah Stewart. 
After nearly 4 years at St. Peter Chanel High 
School, Mary has an accumulative grade point 
average of 4.43 and not too far behind is Sarah, 
with an accumulative of 4.41. One may shrug 
this off as if it is not a big deal, but both have 
worked very hard to achieve such pristine titles. 

Mary and Sarah have a lot in common. Both of 
them come from St. Barnabas elementary school 
in Northfield, Ohio. They are also involved in 
many things inside and outside of school and 
are both very talented. Mary is involved in the 
National Honor Society, liturgical choir, and 
Science Olympiad. She also plays the saxophone 
in marching band and also in the jazz band. 
Outside of school Mary tutors grade school 

children and does something called PSR which is teaching religion to 
grade school children at St. Barnabas.

Sarah is editor -in--chief of the “Flame,” the school newspaper. She is 
also the treasurer of the National Honor Society. What many people may 
not know is that Sarah is a dancer and has been dancing for 14 years. She 
does jazz and lyrical dancing in her spare time, and she also teaches little 
kids tap dance and ballet. 

After interviewing both students, there is a lot that went into getting 
where they are now, and here is what they had to say. 

How does it feel to be Valedictorian?

Mary: “It was a lot of work, but it was totally worth it! 

How does it feel to be Salutatorian?

Sarah: “It feels good to finally have that goal fulfilled.”

How did you get here/What motivated you? 

Mary: “There was a glimmer of desire for it, compliments from others, 
and Sister Maria was a motivation.” Mary also says that her parents 
support motivated her. 

Sarah: “I always had good study habits, and the small class size made it 
more attainable.” Sarah says that she is self-motivated.

To the underclassmen who have dreams of being the Valedictorian 
or Salutatorian of their class, Mary and Sarah have a few tips for 
studying. Both of them study a lot and put effort into everything that 
they do. Mary and Sarah both try to not put things off until the last 
minute, and if there is a test, they both try to study days ahead. Sarah 
doesn’t like to cram.

When asked what advice they would give to underclassmen pursuing 
their title, Mary said, “Study and turn work in and don’t blow things 
off until the last minute, go to teachers for help, get plenty of sleep, 
and don’t over work yourself.” Sarah commented, “Take everything 
seriously, and remember to keep a social life and have a good balance.”

Together both students demonstrate the success of Chanel. As the rest of 
the year goes on, the Valedictorian and Salutatorian will both be working 
on their speech that will be given on June 5th at the class of 2012 
graduation which for Mary and Sarah should be a piece of cake given 
their credentials.

Mary McCannon

aledictorian,      alutatorian
By KeShawnah Golphin, ’12

V S

Sarah Stewart

L-R; WEWS Jason Nichols, Mary McCannon ’12, John Webb ’12, 
Adam Cheatham ’13
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CHALK TALK
F R O M  T H E  L O C K ER   R O O M S  T O  T H E  P L A YIN   G  F IE  L D S

Sarosy ’12 
Signs 
Letter of 
Intent  

We are proud 
to announce 
that on February 
first senior Matt 
Sarosy of Walton Hills 
and St. Barnabas Grade 
School has signed 
his National Letter of 
Intent to play football at 
Mercyhurst College. 

Thank you so much for the opportunity to serve St. Peter Chanel High 
School as Director of Athletics; and thank you also for your support 
of our athletes. It is this type of support, as well as many of Chanel’s 
other wonderful attributes: devoted alumni, talented teachers and 
coaches, outstanding facilities and the Catholic ideal, that makes 
Chanel such a special place to learn, work and grow. It has been a 
very eventful year in Chanel athletics and it is with immense pride I 
wish to share with you some of the great news in our community. 

First, I would like to congratulate freshman bowler Ian Adams for making the Greater Cleveland All-
Scholastic 2nd team. In addition, Ian finished eighth in the region with sixteen 200 or better games. What 
a great accomplishment!

Also, our boys’ basketball team won the North Coast League Division Championship and advanced 
to the state Division III Final Four by winning the Canton Regional Championship this season. What a 
tremendous ride it was for the entire school as head coach Hugh McMahon and his five seniors, Damon 
Jones, Tommie Williams, Kyree Brewer, D’Angelo Fluellen and Andrew Pickard led the way to Columbus. 
The entire Chanel community thanks this special group of young men for their hard-work, dedication and 
the class they displayed this season! Great job gentlemen!

In addition, our girls basketball team, our 
bowling team, our boys & girls track teams, 
led by Chelsi Collins who won conference titles 
in both the 100 and 200 meter dashes, our 
baseball team and our softball team, which 
reached the second round of the state playoffs, 
also made the Chanel community very proud 
this year. While it may not be always reflected 
in win-loss records, each team displayed the 
heart, determination and class that personifies 
what St. Peter Chanel High School is all about. 

Finally, it is with some sadness that I must announce the retirement of legendary head wrestling coach 
Graham Coghill. While simple statistics are never the measure of greatness, please realize that Graham 
led the Firebirds wrestling program for 33 years, compiling a career record of 239 wins and 66 losses. 

His teams amassed five team state championships and seven team state runner-ups. He also 
coached 153 state qualifying wrestlers, 113 state placing wrestlers, 26 state champion wrestlers, 

nine high school All-Americans, four Fargo All-Americans and 2 freestyle youth Olympic 
champions. He also mentored four-time state champion, J. Jaggers and garnered “Coach of 
the Year” honors 15 times from various organizations and publications. While it is often said 
that, “you don’t know what you’ve got ‘til it’s gone”, in this case, truer words have never been 
uttered. Thank you, Graham. We miss you already! 

I wish all of you a very happy, healthy and safe summer and  
thank you, again, for all of your support. 

May God Bless You, 

Mark Maslona

Thank youThank you

Graham Coghill
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Celebrating Today

St. Peter Chanel empowers diverse young women and 
men to become Christian leaders who demonstrate 
academic achievement founded on the gospel values of 
justice, love, and peace. 

Throughout the years, St. Peter Chanel has built a 
student-centered learning community where each 
unique individual is welcomed and encouraged to 
grow in his or her relationship with God, others 
and a constantly changing world. Enriched by faith 
and the Catholic tradition, we are committed to 
providing a rigorous academic program that prepares 
students of all learning styles for higher education. 

Our faculty embraces innovative methods to educate; 
our students continue to master the skills necessary 
for success in life. Our Firebird athletic program 
continues to soar, highlighted most recently by our 
State Wrestling Championship in 2011, and our trip 
to the boys basketball State final four this past winter. 

C O V ER   S TO RY

Building on Yesterday

Imagine the vision of our founding 

Marist priests when they obtained 33 

acres of empty land nearly 56 years 

ago. Though no ground was broken 

or cement poured for the school, they 

still had a foundation—a foundation 

in faith—that guided them through 

every challenge and blessing of 

creating St. Peter Chanel High School.  

Year after year, that foundation was 

strengthened by enormous sacrifices 

of time, talent, and treasure.   It has 

become the foundation upon which 

the guiding principle of St. Peter 

Chanel has been erected for over half a 

century—to always seek what is above.  

Shaping 
the Vision



Believing in Tomorrow –  
Shaping the Vision

St. Peter Chanel stands at a crossroads. This is a 
pivotal time in the school’s history, and our vision 
must take on a different perspective. As we remain 
committed to our Marist heritage, we are called 
to shape our vision in response to the demands 
and opportunities of the times. Our goal as an 
institution is not simply to survive. Rather, our goal 
at St. Peter Chanel is to thrive.

As our school evolves over the next decade, it will 
take shape guided by the vision of our greatest 
strength—our community. 

In order to articulate what the future holds 
for St. Peter Chanel, the school has initiated a 
“visioning process.” Our aim is to uncover what 
the stakeholders of St. Peter Chanel see for our 
community in the years ahead. As a member of 
our school community, you have personal insight 
into our community so we value your vision of 
our future. Through a series of meetings, we will 
seek the personal insight and outlook of our entire 
community as we shape the vision of St. Peter 
Chanel High School.

We are poised to ignite an energy and passion 
that will spark the momentum necessary to bring 
St. Peter Chanel to new heights. And as this 
momentum builds, we will use it as a catapult 
to launch the school onto a level it has never 

seen before. We will continue to be a vibrant 
component of the community, meeting the 
needs of our students, their families, and the 
neighborhood as a whole. Upon completion of 
our visioning process, we will form a final Case 
Statement that will serve as a bold blueprint for 
our school, our campus, and our future. 

We invite every member of the St. Peter Chanel 
community to embark on this journey with 
us. We will need, however, that same spirit of 
collaboration which has brought us to this key 
point in history--because the most difficult work 
lies ahead. But as we draw strength from our  
faith--and from each other—St. Peter Chanel  
will succeed. 

In the same unwavering spirit of our founding 
Marist priests, we will imagine our future and, 
together, create it. 

Spring 2012 / 7
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OF NOTE
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22nd Annual Gala & Auction Raises $75,000 
to Benefit Scholarship Fund

The 22nd Annual Gala & Auction was held on Saturday, February 11, 2012 in 
the Grand Ballroom at the Executive Caterers of Landerhaven. A total of over 
$75,000 was raised due to the generosity of the Chanel Community! Proceeds 
from this event benefit the St. Peter Chanel Scholarship Fund. 

Our honorees this year were Peter ’72 and Mary Joyce. All attendees enjoyed 
open bar, dinner, and live entertainment. In addition, the annual Gala included 
a silent and live auction bidding on autographed memorabilia, golf foursomes, 
vacation excursions; fine jewelry; special event tickets; fine dining; hotel 
packages; and a trip to the Masters Golf Tournament.

It’s not too early to mark your calendar — plans are already underway for next year’s 
Auction, which will again be held at Landerhaven on Saturday, February 9, 2013.

•	 Copy paper 8 ½ X 11

•	 Postage stamps

•	 Gift cards from  
Giant Eagle,  
Sam’s Club,  
Walmart  
(used to buy  
supplies for events)

•	 Paper products 
(napkins, plates, 
cups)

•	 Plastic forks, spoons, 
knives, table cloths

•	 Microphone podium

•	 Gator cart/plow

•	 Carpeting for library

Sister’s 
Wish 
List

Peter ’72 and Mary Joyce, 
Night of Celebration honorees

L-R: Chestina 
Holly-Brown,  
Gail Butler-
Hinton

L-R: Dennis ’65 & John ’61 Hruska

Chuck ’76 & Sherri Russo

L-R: Ron Sarosy ’78, Ernie Kellerman ’61, 
Mark Heffernan ’77 & Bill Emrhein ’79
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Traditions
f r om   t h e  A l u m n i  C e n t e r

Mark Heffernan will confess that The 
Joe Lynch Roast, which took place 
on Saturday, 14th, was a selfish act. 
“The older I get, the more I find myself 
dreaming up creative ways to get together 
with my former Firebird classmates” said 
“Heff”, a 1977 graduate and a 2010 Hall of 
Fame Inductee.

And over the years, Mark (with the help 
of the St. Peter Chanel Alumni Office) 
has succeeded on several occasions in 
“re-uniting the troops”.  In 2007 his ’77 
Firebird basketball teammates gathered 
in the Alumni Room for food, drink and 
to watch the current ‘Birds take on the 
Trinity Trojans. In May of 2009, he coaxed 
over 30 former Firebirds out of retirement 
to “return to the tile” for an evening of 
alumni hoops. And of course there is the 
annual Theatre Alumni fundraiser entitled 
“One Night Only” that takes place on 
the Saturday after Thanksgiving each 
November to generate some dollars for 
the St. Peter Chanel Theatre Department. 

But The Joe Lynch Roast was going 
be different. Sure it was going to be an 
evening of old friends getting together, 
sharing  old stories while taking their best 
shots at their beloved Coach, but attached 
to the roast was a “cause,” as proceeds 
from the evening would benefit The Marty 
Lynch Scholarship Fund at St. Peter 
Chanel High School.

Master of Ceremonies and co-producer, 
Scott Gongos (Class of 1990 / HOF: 
2011)) did a great job keeping the 
program rolling along, while taking an 
occasional “shot” at Coach Lynch and 
members of the dais that included:

THE JOE LYNCH ROAST…

Oh What A Night!
 By Mark Heffernan, ’77

Regis Scafe - Chanel Staff (1972-87) HOF: 
2000 / Head Football Coach at John Carroll

Frank Wade - Former JV & Assistant Varsity 
Basketball Coach / HOF: 1988

Pete Gaughan - Former Reporter/Columnist – 
Bedford Sun Times

Mark Kapusta - Class of 1974 / HOF: 1989
Roger Bryant - Class of 1977
Mark Heffernan - Class of 1977 / HOF: 2010
Craig Thompson - Class of 1978 / HOF: 2009
Bill Emrhein - Class of 1979 / HOF: 2011
Cortney Gilmore - CHS: 1986 

Also taking to the microphone were Coach 
Lynch’s brother Dave along with “the 
Lynch Mob,” Beth, Erin and Owen Lynch 
who offered some insight into Joe Lynch 
the brother and Joe Lynch the Dad.

The evening came to an emotional close 
with Coach Lynch thanking everybody for 
attending “such a great night for an even 
greater cause” and then read an excerpt 
from an article written 12 years ago by 
Pete Gaughan honoring Marty.

It was a night full of laughter, hugs 
and yes, some tears. But it was also a 
night that won’t be forgotten by those 
in attendance and a night that 
generated over $2000.00 
for The Marty Lynch 
Scholarship Fund.   
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Milestones
f r om   t h e  A l u m n i  C e n t e r CLASS NOTES

’63	 Steven Bek resides in Kennesaw, 
Georgia with his wife Rita.  He worked for 
Sprint and is now retired.  He and his wife 
raised four children and are now the proud 
grandparents of six.  He was ordained to the 
Permanent Diaconate in February of 2003 for 
the Archdiocese of Atlanta.  He enjoys playing 
Santa Claus and his grandchildren love it.  He is 
known as Santa Steve or Deacon Santa.

’64	 John Gorczyca retired after a 
successful career of traveling the world; life has 
been good to him.  He and wife Diane raised a 
daughter, Laura, and they reside in Mt. Pleasant, 
South Carolina. 

’66	 Thomas Druckenbrod graduated 
from the University of Dayton with a Bachelor 
of Science, Electronic Engineering Technology 
Degree. He has spent his entire working career 
being involved in nearly all aspects of lighting, 
applications, and electrical sales.  He recently 
retired from McNaughton-McKay Electric as 
an Account Manager in Charlotte, NC, where 
he resides.  He and Cathy raised two children 
who live in Huntersville, NC. They are enjoying 
retirement and their grandchildren. 

Ronald Samnik started his first successful 
business with his son Daniel, “Father and Son 
Landscaping and Property Maintenance” in 
2003, and is ready to launch a second related 
business, FSBA, LLC, (Father and Son Business 
Advisors) a full service management consulting 
firm.  He and wife Janis celebrated their 36th 
wedding anniversary in 2011.  Their oldest son 
Douglas, a special child, died seven years ago 
on his birthday.  Daniel the youngest is 25 and 
runs their Property Management Business. 	

’67	John Byers is a retired U. S. Navy 
Commander (0-5).  During his career, he was 
stationed in the Panama Canal Zone; San 
Diego, CA; Tampa, FL; among others.  He 
married his wife Barbara in 1972 and raised 
their son, John.  John became a self employed 
business manager, he is a member of the St. 
Peter Chanel Hall of Fame, a BSA Scoutmaster 
for 8 years, and was a Walt Disney World 
Security Cast Member from 2003-2009.

George Chaloupka retired after 35 years 
in the Cleveland Public Safety Department, 
Division of Emergency Medical Service.  He 
obtained his degree in Management of 
Emergency Services from Capital University.  He 
is married to Susan and they have a son, Rob.

  ’68	Joseph Rutkowski has a Bachelor 
of Science and a Masters of Education and 
has spent 32 years in the Loveland City School 
District, 8 years as a high school guidance 
counselor and 24 as a middle school guidance 
counselor.  He also worked as an Athletic 
Director, football, wrestling and track coach.  
He still is involved with high school football as 
a scout for all varsity football games.  Joe lives 

Marriages:
Renea Kuznicki and Lou LaGuardia ‘83

Jennifer Jaggers ’00 and Tony Yokiel ‘00

Births:
Isabell Marie and Sophia Marie, twin daughters 
of Brian and Mary Abood Hilberg ‘92 

Adrianna Therese, daughter of Jessica 
Livingston Bulone ’98

Camille, daughter of Pat and Cassy Joyce 
Brent ‘89

Tyler James, son of Tara and Tim Krol ‘90

Ruby Maura, daughter of  Mariella and  
Mark Szczepanik ’95

Sophia Noelle and Stella Rose, twin 
daughters of Liz and Stan Sarnowski ‘01

E.J., son of Lorrie and Ed DeRosa ‘97

In Memoriam
John H. Antosh ’61

George Anthony Michael Basar ’82,  
brother of Joseph ’78, Peter ’79, John ’86,  
and Stephen Basar ’89, uncle of Kevin ’02  
and Ryan Wood ’04, brother-in-law of 
Timothy Wood ‘69

Kathleen E. Bills, former staff member

Thomas J. Calkins ’69, father of Thomas J. 
(T.J.) Calkins ‘01

Mary Catherine DePompei, grandmother  
of JoAnn Leon ’95, Ryan ’05, and  
Danielle Depompei ‘11

Sam Dinardo, father of Jeffrey Dinardo ‘73

Carl Anthony Dobrzeniecki ’72, brother of 
James Dobrzeniecki ‘69

Russell L. Domski ’65, brother of Bruce ’68 
deceased, and Michael Domski ‘73

Karl Eyerman, father of Stephen Eyerman, 
faculty

Julie E. Glozer, grandmother of  
Martin Glozer III ‘85

Carol Ann Hilberg, mother-in-law of  
Mary Abood Hilberg ‘92

Florence Kellermann, mother of Ernie 
Kellermann ’61, grandmother of Paul ’92  
and Beth Kellermann ‘97

Martin Kinczel, father of  Paul ’74 and  
Peter Kinczel ‘76

Terrence M. Kosmata, father of Jonathan ’03 
and Amanda Kosmata ‘08

Robert A. Kurtzner ‘64

Chester J. Materna, father of David ’63 
deceased and Gary Materna ‘65

Elizabeth B. Miller, mother of Mark C. Miller ‘66

Mark C. Miller ‘66

Salvatore P. Miroglotta, father of Sal 
Miroglotta ’76, father-in-law of Jenny 
Miroglotta, Dean of Academics, grandfather 
of Jessica ’06 and Halle Miroglotta ‘07

Marie R. Mrak, mother-in-law of Kirk 
LeMasters, faculty

Michael G. Mickunas ‘73

Anthony R. Papesh, father of Anthony ’79 
and Mark Papesh ‘83

Margaret M. Phillips, mother of Timothy 
Phillips ‘79

John J. Princ, grandfather of Richard Began 
’92 and Nicole Began Bobish ‘93

Mary E. Purgert, mother of Richard ’69, 
Robert ’70, Gerald ’72, George ’77, Brian ’79, 
Raymond ’82, and grandmother of Andrew 
’08, Jessica ’10, and Brian Purgert ’11

Maryann Rinella, mother of Dr. Sal Rinella ‘64

Lawrence Roach, father of Larry Roach ‘84

Wanda Rowinski, mother of Dennis ’67 and 
Gregory Rowinski ’70, grandmother of Kevin 
’00, Deborah ’03, and Brian Rowinski ‘08

Evalyn Ruffo, grandmother of David ‘01

Rosemarie Russo, mother of Scott Russo ‘88

John Allen Rutherford, father of Tim 
Rutherford, Wrestling Coach

Michael J. Rybicki, brother of Tom Rybicki ‘74

Louis R. Sarosy, father of Ronald Sarosy ’78, 
grandfather of Mindy Malone ’00, Alyson ’09, 
Matthew Sarosy ‘12 

Robert T. Serwatka, grandfather of Dan ’94 
and Robert Serwatka ‘96

Rose G. Schulman, grandmother of Kevin ’05 
and Kenny Friedman ‘07

Stephen Sonchik, father of James ’70, and 
Robert Sonchik ‘74

Margaret E. Stec, mother of Frank ’74 and 
Leonard Stec ‘74

Steve Swidarski, father of Stephen ’69, 
Robert ’73, Thomas ’76, and Bruce Swidarski ‘79

Thomas R. Tuck, father of Norine Tuck-
Ringwalt, faculty

Elizabeth West, mother of John West ‘90

Joseph Wojtkiewicz, grandfather of Rachel 
Moore ‘01

Daryl Willis Wyant ‘84

Michael L. Youngblood ‘77
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in Loveland, Ohio with his wife of 25 years and 
raised two children and now is enjoying his three 
grandchildren.

‘72	Douglas Blakeley is currently on a 
three year Expat assignment in The Netherlands 
working with Philips Healthcare as Sr. Director of 
MRI Systems Engineering.

‘76	Matt Wade and his wife Jenny have 
relocated to the Cleveland area after spending 
the last few years in Philadelphia.  Matt recently 
accepted a position as Finance Director for the 
Sisters of Charity.  They are currently living in 
Seven Hills.  

‘79	Bill Emrhein knocked off a “bucket 
list” item with his wife Renee and attended the 
2012 Masters.  The toughest ticket to obtain in all 
of sports was only made possible because of the 
generosity of Michele Tricarichi, Joseph Haas ’65, 
Bob Lehman ’63, and Peter ’72 and Mary Joyce who 
donated the airline, car, hotel, VIP accommodations, 
and tickets to the St. Peter Chanel Gala.  It was a 
once in a lifetime experience that was only possible 
because of fellow Firebirds.  Thank you to everyone 
who was involved. 

‘81	Jeffrey Louis recently accepted a 
new position with the Goodyear Tire & Rubber 
Company in Akron, Ohio.  He is working in 
category management performing pricing and 
product analysis for Goodyear’s 645 retail stores 
across the United States.  He and wife Carmelia 
live in Hudson, Ohio.

‘86	Tom Bottger was recently promoted 
to Terminal Manager at Kemira Logistics in Euclid, 
Ohio.  He and wife Beth just celebrated their 16th 
anniversary.  They have a son Jared who is 14, and 
they live on a 45 acre farm in Newbury.  Tom enjoys 
running, riding his Harley and racing dirt bikes 
with his son Jared. One of his best memories from 
Chanel was when Dan Abood and he went out for 
pizza at lunch and only Dan got caught.

’89	Kelly Burichin was awarded the 
Outstanding Elementary Art Teacher for Ohio  
by the Ohio Art Education Association (OAEA).  
She also has been nominated for the National 
Elementary Art Teacher of the Year.  Kelly is the 
representative for the state of Ohio for the second 
consecutive term and is the elected executive 
board member for OAEA.  Her main reasons for 
being involved in OAEA is to see that all students 
have a Visual Arts Class in their elementary 
school, taught by certified Visual Arts Teachers.  
The Arts encompass many of today’s careers, and 
build and unite community.    

Holly Sheridan Podbesek and her husband 
have purchased a martial arts and yoga studio in 
Austintown, Ohio.  They will be adding a dance 
program and additional fitness classes this summer.  
The studio’s name is Northeast Martial Arts, Dance & 

Fitness.  Holly will also be working at her current job 
at the Federal Reserve Bank of Cleveland where she 
has been for over 13 years.

’90	Therese Jarzembak has worked for the 
Cleveland Clinic since 2006.  She is single and her 
pet cat’s name is Ella.

’91	Mark Abood, Senior Vice President, 
received the 2011 Chartwell Award for being #1 in 
production firm wide for the second year in a row.   
The award goes to the single highest producing 
individual among the company’s national offices.  
He was also recognized as a Member of the 
Chartwell “500” Club in 2011, a performance plateau 
that only two other individuals have ever achieved 
in the company’s 20 year history.

‘95	Jerome Cargile a teacher and basketball 
coach at Crosby Middle School in Hitchcock, Texas 
was called a hero.  On the way to play a game 
against a rival school the bus driver had a seizure 
and passed out. Jerome grabbed the steering 
wheel to get the bus back on the road.  Parents that 
were following the bus were thankful for the quick 
response from all the coaches, especially to Jerome 
for his quick thinking. 

’97	Ed DeRosa spent 10 years as a writer 
and editor for Thoroughbred Times, a weekly 
magazine covering horse racing.  He recently 
accepted the job as Director of Marketing for 
Bloodstock Research Information Services, which 
is the official data provider to the Kentucky Derby 
and TwinSpires.com.  Ed, wife Lorrie and son E.J. 
reside in Lexington, Ky.

’98	Damon James graduated from 
college with a M.S. in Education.  Damon not 
only teaches, but is currently the Head Boys 
Basketball coach at Kenosha Bradford High 
School located in Kenosha, WI.  Damon is a 
special education teacher and his wife Charity 
teaches 5th grade.  They have 4 children, 
Savannah 6, Damon Jr. 4, Madison and Mya 2.

’02	Patrick Walker played football for 
Youngstown State University and was a member 
of the 2006 National Semi-Finalist Team.  After 
graduation in 2007 he became a full time Police 
Officer in Lordstown.  He is married to Kelsey and 
they reside in Newton Falls, Ohio.

’03	Jennifer Gotch graduated magna 
cum laude from John Carroll University in January 
2007 with a Bachelor of the Arts in English.  In May 
2012 she graduated from the University of Akron 
School of Law with her Juris Doctor Degree.  While 
at Akron University she worked for the Akron Law 
Review which included a year as a production 
editor on the editorial board.  She plans to practice 
law in Ohio.

’04	Gilbert Briscoe has been coaching Track 
and Field for 7 years, 3 as the Assistant Women’s 
Track and Field Coach at Cuyahoga Community 
College, specializing in throws. 

Kristen Majewski graduated in May of 2011 
with a doctorate in Physical Therapy from Gannon 
University and is now working in a skilled nursing 
facility in Cleveland.

’06	Salvatore DeLuca graduated from the 
University of Akron this past Spring with a degree in 
Mechanical Engineering Technology.  He is looking 
forward to working in the area of Coal and Natural 
Gas resources and production.  Sal currently resides 
in Southern Ohio and is engaged to Amanda Sabo.  

’07	Christian Cooks currently lives in 
Los Angeles, CA, where she attended college and 
graduated with a degree in Film Production.  She 
works on movie sets and also has started her own 
film production where she writes, directs, and 
produces as well as act in her own films.  Christian’s 
website is www.ccooksmedia.com.  

Jackie Belsito attended Thiel College located 
in Greenville, PA, where she received a double 
major in Accounting and Business Administration.  
She was the President of the Student Athlete 
Advisory Committee, a four year member of the 
varsity softball team, a peer tutor, a student worker 
for the Athletic Department, and had completed 
two Accounting internships.

Currently she is living in Pittsburgh, PA and 
working for Sisterson & Company, LLP.  She believes 
that Chanel has truly helped mold her into the 
person that she is today emotionally, physically, and 
spiritually. 

’08	Kimberly Cummins graduated from 
Loyola University Chicago in May with a Bachelor 
of Journalism Degree.  She is staying in Chicago to 
work as an Executive Assistant for Bang and Olufson 
Audio Visual Stores.  Her sister Amanda ‘04 is getting 
married in September.

’11	Joseph DeLuca has been making his 
name in the world with his Call of Duty Team (video 
games).  Apex North America Gaming, formerly 
Eon Optic Gaming, has been in many Call of Duty 
tournaments in cities around the country and now 
England.  With over 15,000 followers on twitter 
and fans all over the world Joey (gaming name 
Mr. Merk) and his team have been dubbed the #1 
Call of Duty team in the world!  They will play in at 
least 4 tournaments in Europe.  Joey’s team won 
first place in Black Pool England among 115 other 
participating teams.  Joey is also a full time student 
at Bowling Green State University pursuing a major 
in communications holding a 3.0 grade point 
average in his freshman year.  

Correction: In the last issue of Excelsa in Alumni 
Traditions  Lawrence Sakal ’79 and daughter 
Melissa ‘13 were unintentionally omitted.
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OUR MISSION
St. Peter Chanel is a diocesan, college preparatory Catholic high school for young men and women of 
different cultural backgrounds.  By serving others and living the Gospel messages of respect for life, peace, 
and social justice, we prepare students to excel in life.  We accomplish our mission by encouraging depth 
of spirituality, excellence in academics, expression of creativity, expertise in interpersonal communications, 
and overall physical and emotional well being.

2012
Sunday, August 26th    

Alumni golf outing
Astorhurst Country Club

 
2013

Saturday, February 9th    
Annual Gala & Auction

Executive Caterers at Landerhaven

Visit www.stpeterchanel.com for event updates 
 or email jkennedy@stpeterchanel.com

We’d Love to Hear From You

E-mail us your Inside Story

In this modern age of social marketing and on-line networking we would like you, our valued Alumni, to 
keep us in the mix so that we can better serve you. 

Please take the time to e-mail us your vital information (Name, Graduation Year, current mailing address, 
place of business, phone number and of course your e-mail address). If you are a parent of an alumni 
receiving Excelsa please pass along to us your daughter or son’s e-mail address. 

We would also like to hear your “inside story” so that we can  include it in upcoming issues of Excelsa. 

Please send all information to:

Casey Murphy at cmurphy@stpeterchanel.com  
or Jule Kennedy at jkennedy@stpeterchanel.com

26 th Annual

St. Peter Chanel  
Alumni Golf Outing

S T .  P E T E R  C H A N E L            A L U M N I  G O L F  O U T I N G

Join Us
Sunday, August 26th, 2012

At
Astorhurst Country Club 
7000 Dunham Road 
Walton Hills, Ohio 44146

Lunch: 
at 11:30 am with shotgun start at 12:30 pm

Cost: 
$110 per golfer, $100 if paid by July 1st 
$90 for graduates from 2002-2012  
$35 for dinner only 
Cost includes lunch, beverages, steak dinner,  
golf, and cart rental

Please Contact:
Jule Kennedy at 440.232.5900 or  jkennedy@stpeterchanel.com 
with names of your foursome by  Friday, August 17, 2012


