SUMMER 2012 READING REQUIREMENTS
English 11—American Literature

Mrs. Finkelson

You will be reading two great books this summer!

1.  The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald is the story of disillusioned wealthy (and not 

     so wealthy) Americans during the 1920s.  It is ranked second in the Modern Library’s 

     list of the 100 Best Novels of the 20th Century.

     You will have a test over the novel during the second week of school.

2.  The Killer Angels by Michael Shaara is the story of the Civil War battle of Gettysburg

     told from both the Union perspective and the Confederate perspective.

     After reading the novel, you will create a diary describing three days of your life as a
     Union soldier or a Confederate soldier.  As a suggestion, you’ll want to write about 
     what your uniform is like; what you eat; your fellow soldiers; your weapons; how you

     train for battle and in fact, what it’s like to be under fire; what you do in your spare 

     time; how much you’re getting paid; any wounds you may have suffered and the 

     treatment you received; and of course, your views on states’ rights, secession, and 

     slavery.  

     Your diary should be at least three typed pages in length and be double-spaced.  Be

     sure to proofread for correct grammar, punctuation, and spelling.  You may want to 

     do additional research on soldiers’ lives in the Civil War.  If so, be sure to document                                            
     your sources on a Works Cited page.
     This paper is due on Monday, August 28, 2012.

