SUMMER 2012 READING REQUIREMENTS
English 10--World Literature

Mrs. Finkelson

You will be reading two terrific books this summer!

1.  The Odyssey composed by the Greek poet Homer (who had no last name and if he did, 

     it wouldn’t be Simpson) is the story of a mythical hero’s adventures as he returns 
     home from the Trojan War.  Since this epic was composed close to 3,000 years ago, 

     there are different translations and different forms, including poetry and prose.  One 

     of the best translations was written by Robert Fagles.  

     You will have a test over The Odyssey during the second week of school.

2.  The Joy Luck Club by Amy Tan is the multigenerational story of twentieth century 
     Chinese families and their reverence for the past and their dreams for the future.  It is 
     a story that reflects the experiences of all immigrants to the U.S.

     After reading the novel, you will trace the American experience of your own family.  

     You will do this in two steps:

     A.  by constructing a family tree on poster board.  Trace your family history as far 

           back as possible.  Your parents and grandparents can help you get the information

           you need.  
     B.  by writing a two page minimum, double-spaced typed narrative of your family 

          ancestry.  Be sure to proofread for correct grammar, punctuation, and spelling.

    This project is due on Monday, August 28, 2012.
    You will also have a test over The Joy Luck Club during the second week of school.

